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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TURKISH AGENCY: U.S. CONGRESS REJECTED PRO-ARMENIAN MOTION 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 13 Apr 84 p 1 


[Text] AKAJANS [Mediterranean News Agency] reports from Washington that the 
ploy staged by Armenian organizations in the U.S. Congress has been foiled 
thanks to the active intervention of the U.S. administration. The Judicial 
Affairs Committee of the Congress [as puolished] refused to send to the full 
Congress four separate bills aimed at having 24 April declared as a day to 
commemorate the victims of genocide, those of the Armenian genocide in 
particular. 


The bill was submitted to the Senate by Senator Paul Tsongas, who is of Greek 
origin. However, President Kenan Evren sent a warning letter to President 
Reagan on this issue and reminded him that the endorsement of the bill by the 
Congress would amount to encouraging terrorism. 


Responding to President Evren's request, the Reagan administration immediately 
intervened in the matter and, as a result, the Judicial Affairs Committee did 
not approve the said bills. Thus the Armenians' conspiracy was foiled. The 
Armenians were hoping that Congress would approve the said bills before going on 
recess on 13 April. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


OZAL RECOMMENDS 'PHASED EXECUTION OF ANTI-TERRORISM PLAN! 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 30 Mar 84 p 1 


[Text] In today's edition of HURRIYET, Prime Minister Turgut Ozal expresses his 
views on the issue of Armenian terrorism while responding to three questions 
posed by the paper: 


"This terrorism against Turkey began after a certain date. In a sense the 
Armenians are being used as a tool. Because, otherwise, it is impossible to 
explain why nothing happened for 50-60 years, and then all of a sudden terrorism 
began. There are governments which have remained indifferent with respect’ to 
this issue. There are also those which have taken serious measures. For 
example, the Iranians acted very properly. Naturally, some governments view 
this problem from a perspective of pursuing their domestic political interests. 
As we get stronger, we will review the postures of our friends. In reality, 
such countries must be confronted with at every level." 


Asked about his views on demands raised in the National Assembly for immediate 
measures to counter terrorism, Ozal said: 


"Acting hastily and emotionally on such matters may be counterproductive. He 
who rises with anger regrets doing that quickly. We must act calmly and we must 
think well before we act. This matter can be resolved over the long run and not 
in the short term. A plan must be formulated against terrorism and it must be 
implemented phase by phase. We already have certain information in our hands. 
We knew that they were making preparations, since 24 April [Armenian Martyrs' 
Day] was approaching. They were also awaiting the results of the elections in 
Turkey. I think the results disappointed them." 
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ALGERIA 


TIZI-OUZOU NATIONAL INSTITUTE EXAMINED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 25 Mar 84 p 16 


[Article by Said Smail: "The Tizi-Ouzou National University Institute: The 
Quest for New Horizons" | 


[ Text ] In September 1977, a new era opened on new horizons full of promise 
for the student populations of Tizi-Ouzou, Bouira and Bejaia. In effect, 
that date marked the transition to a university level of learning in this 
interior region of the country. 


Completed were some of the infrastructural facilities that were to receive 
the first students and thus to actualize a project that a few months before 
had been nothing more than a dream. 


In no time at all, classroom buildings, dormitories and a university cafe- 
teria had been built, and by the time the students arrived practically every- 
thing was in place. The administrative services of the university center 
(which has since become a national university), located at Oued-Aissi, took 
the bull by the horns and made of the students’ entry for the new academic 
term of the university an "impressive regional first." The student body 
consisted of some 500 enrollments total for the three governorates. 


As time went on, lots of little everyday problems had to be resolved while 
other bigger problems having to do with the future center had to be foreseen 
and addressed preventively. And so it was that year after year, in the 
classrooms, the laboratories, the offices and even in the dormitories, stu- 
dents, professors and administrative staff lived and worked against a back- 
ground of noise created by the rumbling of buldozers, the grinding of cranes 
and the clanging of cement mixers. In brief, in the midst of a construction 
project environment. Year after year also, buildings rose from the ground, 
providing the university center with the facilities it needed for the 
realization of its ambitions. 


At the opening of classes for the 1983-84 academic year, the student 
enrollment of this INU [ National University Institute | totaled 5,307 stu- 
dents. Thus, in only 7 years, its enrollment has increased tenfold, despite 
the fact that since the 1982-83 academic year, students from the Bejaia 








governorate are no longer being accepted at Tizi-ouzou. The latter will be 
continuing their studies at the Bejaia campus or at Setif. 


Thus, over this perioc of time, the number of students enrolled at the Tizi- 
Ouzou INU has grown by a factor of 10. Moreover, the university tradition, 
unknown there until now, has also taken solid root, setting up a clear demar- 
cation between the student of tocay and the "lofty lycee-ian" of yesterday. 


To begin with, the buildings and equipment of almost all the sectors relating 
to the life and work of the students are now in place. As we said above, the 
university tradition is also established, and the levels of learning, for 
their part, have also risen. In medicine, for instance, the point has been 
reached of having a CHU [University Hospital Center ], with the Nedir Mohamed 
Hospital (now the CHU) presently accepting some 300 medical students, of 
which 16] are nonresidents. Other disciplines are also being offered. Grad- 
uates are already coming out of this regional institute. At the end of the 
1982-83 academic year, 160 of them either joined the work force or went on 
into the world of higher studies. 


The director of the INU, Mr Arab, told us: "Today we have surmounted the 
problems of starting up. Our main concern now is the quality of the training 
we are providing, with emphasis on expansion of our research activity." 


The means for attaining that goal do not seem to be lacking, especially as 
regards equipment and human resources, since the INU, which has at its dis- 
posal research equipment of the first order, also draws on the knowledge and 
ability of a human potential consisting of 480 professors, 400 of whom are 
Algerians. Recruiting efforts are continuing, with emphasis on attracting 
the best available talent in certain special fields. The Institute is 
experiencing some difficulties in the recruiting of top-drawer professors, 
w.o, to date, have shown a preference for working and living in the cities, 
such as the capital. Obviously, when Tizi-Ouzou will be able to offer better 
living conditions (housing and other), the chances of attracting them will be 
improved. 


Thus, and in spite of some problems that still crop up here and there, study 
conditions at the Institute are relatively good from the standpoints of both 
its "housekeeping" infrastructures and its academic framework and facilities. 
Without a doubt, it is not Paradise, indeed far from it. But everything is 
evolving in the direction of constant and tangible improvement. 


Academic Orientation and Present Conditions 


One of the major problems being encountered here, as elsewhere, is that of 
the University's academic orientation. It arises principally in the field 

of biology and is affecting, this year, some 316 students from the schools of 
medicine, dental surgery, pharmacy and DES (graduate studies). Since the 
number of places is limited (100 in medicine), it has not been possible to 
enroll all the candidates. This is a problem common to our universities and 














Tizi-Ouzou has not escaped it, although it already has an enrollment of 1,000 
medical students and the hospital facilities can handle no more, since these 
facilities are relatively recent and modest. 


Infatuation with medicine is not a new phenomenon. As a career, it has 
always attracted the largest number of students. Things, however, are moving 
ahead rapidly and the medical profession will soon be saturated, whereas 
other careers every bit as exciting are not yet attracting the interest they 
deserve. 


To offer the students a broad choice of orientation, Tizi-Ouzou is trying 
to branch out into new fields of specialization. Thus, two such fields have 
been added in biology--the vegetal and the animal--splitting the common trunk 
into two very distinct branches: medical biology and biology as an earth 
science. 


Actually, considering the country's economic and social realities and its 
future requirements, agriculture and hydraulic power are two disciplines that 
hold considerable prospects for students. 


Moreover, and to convey a better picture of the growth rate of the Tizi-Ouzou 
INU, we might mention that at the start it had only three colleges, whereas 
now it has eight, covering 30 specialized disciplines in all. Thus, the 
range of choices is already quite broad, and we were assured at the INU that 
"the re-equilibration of socio-occupational statuses will facilitate the 
application of orientation principles." The new criteria being applied to 
achieve the desired orientation are already yielding good results. 


Research, an INU Calling 


Every respectable university must go beyond the stage of teaching only and 
into the realm of research. This truth has not been lost on anyone at Tizi- 
Ouzou, where a very well equipped research center was created about a year 
ago. It is a center with a manifold vocation that aspires to taking on the 
developmental problems of the local communities (land improvement and region- 
al development). This institute, which already has at its disposal 40 re- 
searchers organized into 15 research teams can be of invaluable help to the 
region's different sectors of activity, by serving as a link between them and 
the knowledge accumulated within the walls of the university. Everyone is 
quick to acknowledge that the communities often have at their disposal large- 
scale tiaterial and financial resources but lack the needed technical help 
and higher-level know-how. A university research center can easily provide 
or at least contribute to the mitigation of these deficiancies while invol- 
ving the university more deeply in the developmental process. This way, the 
university will no longer be the kind of neutral institution that concerns 
itself relatively little with the country's day-to-day developmental effort. 


These research teams, according to the head of the INU, carry on research in 
construction materials, housing, rural water supply, industrialization and 
commercialization of mineral resources, forestry vegetal biology, animal 
biology (animal proteins), data processing, maintenance of research equipment 
technical design of facilities. 





Once this research center has been through its initial phase, that is, once 
off to a good start, it will be able to bring its considerable in‘*uence to 
bear on the economic, social and cultural problems of the region. It will 

be able to tap the knowledge and learning of hundreds of researchers, to whom 
it will have opened the vast horizons toward which scientific inquiry always 
veers. 


Even before all of this will have taken its final shape, much to the vast 
benefit of the region. We are able to say that one sector nas already har- 
vested the first fruits of the enormous advances the university can bring to 
bear on problems, namely, the public health sector, where, with the arrival 
of assistant professors of proven ability, the quality of care being dis- 
pensed and the capabilities for surgical intervention being made available 
by the Nedir Mohamed CHU are now considerably improved. Never to be fergot- 
ten is the operation performed by Dr Lamrous, who, after 5 solid hours of 
surgery, snatched from the jaws of death a gravely injured victim of a train 
accident. This is an example, among others, that we take pleasure in citing 
here, because it brings out clearly the positive accomplishments of this 

new era. 


A Large Complex 


At this point, we come back to the topic of INU's infrastructures to point 
out that Tizi-Ouzou continues to take delivery of units as fast as they can 
be made ready. For the 1983-84 academic year, it has taken delivery of 10 
classrooms as planned, as well as of one of the four planned lecture halls 
(2 at Hasnaoua and 2 at Oued Aissi). In this same context, we add that the 
medical school (capacity 2,000 students) is currently under construction. 
Moreover, preparations are in progress to start, very soon, construction of 
the large university complex that is to have a capacity of 8,000 students. 


From the academic standpoint, commendable efforts have been deployed to 
normalize study curriculums for the students, while what might be called the 
administrative services, that is, housing, food services, transportation and 
recreational activities, among others, have, for their part, also received 
their share of special attention from the authorities and the construction 
enterprises, as we.l as from the management of the COUS [University and 
School Services Center | itself. 


Regarding housing, for example, 3,538 students, 1,075 of whom are women, 
reside in COUS-provided quarters consisting of four complexes: Hasnaoua (men) 
1,728 students, M'douha (women) 1,075 students, Oued Aissi (men) 351 stu- 
dents and R'hahlia (men) 382 students. It should be noted that the latter 
complex, now nearing completion, will accommodate up to some 2,000 beds. It 
will include a cafeteria with a capacity of 2,000 served meals, a cultural 
center (a 500-seat theater-auditorium and several cultural workshops), a 
gymnasium, and playing fields for the practice of sports. This complex, 
built of prefabricated units, will be the first complete functional infra- 
structure the COUS has taken delivery of since 1977. It will provide a 
pleasant Living and working environment for its future residents and will at 





at least solve the men's housing problem for the opening of the next (1984- 
85) academic year. Also next year, this complex will accommodate the 351 
students of the Oued Aissi complex; the latter will then be reassigned to the 
university center, which plans to partially convert it into academic prem- 
ises. 


The object of converting the Oued Aissi premises into academic infrastruc- 
tures is to achieve a campus the size of the Hasnaoua campus and specializing 
in the exact sciences, architecture and technology. It follows, of course, 
that the R'hahlia complex (housing), which is only a few hundred yards 
distant from this future campus, will be used to house the latter's stu- 
dents. Only the women will stay in their present dormitories, that is, in 
the M'douha complex. This will bring the students' housing and study facil- 
ities as close to each other as possible. Thus, a saving in transportation 
will also be achieved. 


The M'douha complex, designed to accommodate 2,000 beds, is to be enlarged 

by the addition of two supplementary 200-bed buildings to meet next year's 
possible needs. Construction work appears to be lagging, giving rise to some 
concern. Construction 01 an administrative services building and a second 
heating plant for this complex is also planned. 


In any case, the COUS already has at its disposal a vacant 200-bed building 
that will be available for the opening of the next academic year. It may be 
said, therefore, without fear of error, that also for women there will be no 
housing problem next year. 


A Pleasant Working Environment 


The Hasnaova complex is completely finished and operational as regards 
housing. However, the planned outlying buildings and facilities, namely, 
the imposing socio-cultural building and tie playing facilities for group 
sports, are not yet entirely built. 


It should be noted that the delivery of these infrastructures had been 
planned for the current academic year. The socio-cultural complex, as 
designed, is the COUS's pride. And with good reason, since it comprises 
facilities that, without a dcubt, will satisfy the deeply felt needs of the 
students, who, rightfully, yearn for an adequate living and working environ- 
ment. This complex includes a theater (500 seats), a cafeteria, a library, 
several cultural workshops (music room, discotheque, photo laboratory, 

radio amateur station, sculpture, painting, etc). 


Insofar as housing is concerned, therefore, the Tizi-Ouzou COUS will accom- 
modate the needs of the entire student body except, however, those residing 
in Tizi-Ouzou-Ville or its immediate surroundings. 


Although the students will be relatively comfortable in their places of work 
and residence, they will still have to have a way of getting to them. And 

this poses the problem of transportation, which is not yet ideal. A consi- 
derable quantity of facilities is needed, since despite the efforts deployed 
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by the COUS, the Latter has had to resort to the transportation company that 
serves the governate's commuters, which is helping out. Still, shortages 
remain and the SNTV | National Passenger Transport Company, the company 
mainly concerned, is unable to overcome the difficulties it is encountering, 
owing in particular (not to say essentially) to the decrepitude of the 
wheeled equipment still in use. 


As regards catering, the university cafeteria is suffering the consequences 
of various initiatives that have sought to improve the terms of procurement 
of supplies on the market. This is the reason for the difficulties that have 
arisen since the start of the academic year with regard to meat supplies. 

The same difficulties remain for the second semester, with a ray of hope com- 
ing from the COFEL {| Fruit and Vegetable Cooperative |, which, it seems, will 
resume meat deliveries without further delay. 


Cultural and Sports Activities 


Sports and leisure-time activities. This sector has incurred a serious delay, 
Owing ecsentially to the lack of adequate infrastructures. But this fact has 
its explanation: The developrent of the Tizi-Ouzou INU has, since its crea- 
tion, had to adhere to priorities. The construction of classrooms, housing, 
cafeterias, etc, which has already been accomplished with considerable diffi- 
culty and in very little time, has dominated over all other priorities. 
However, as we said before, each campus (Hasnaoua and R'Hahlia) will be 
equipped with sports and cultural infrastructures. 


To date, the COUS has been making every effort to provide at least a minimum 
of leisure-time activities with help from the students themselves. In 
sports, for example, there is a University Sports Association _ASU_, which 
concerns itself with group sports, a sports association section for basket- 
ball and one for volleyball, as well as a Workers Sports Association. 


In the cultural sector as well, there is a certain amount of activity, but 

it falls far short of answering the needs of the students, who are themselves 
taking the initiative for some of it. As for the COUS, it does what it can 
with its available means. Cine-clubs have been organized at the Cultural 
Center and even on a campuswide scale. Generally speaking, they provide 
showings on a weekly basis, involving the projection of films supplied by the 
ONCIC National Marketing Bureau for the Cinematographic Industries ,. There 
is also a photo laboratory, which is being underutilized, however. 


In the area of excursions and cultural exchanges being conducted on a campus- 
wide scale, the COUS is engaged in negotiations with the ONAT [Algerian 
National Tourist Office | aimed at organizing activities of this kind (organ- 
ized trips on a nationwide scale, etc). 


In any case, construction of the planned infrastructures must be speeded up 
in order to impart real vitality to all of these activities, which represent 
a considerable contribution to the improvement of the quality of life on 

the university campus. 








Altogether, and although everything that has been accomplished up to now is 
proof of a real determination to succeed, there is yet much to be done at the 
Tizi-Ouzou INU. Everything about it, from the quality of its education to 
the quality of its campus life, requires that progress be continued with 
ever-increasing dedication and diligence. 
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SMUGGLING ATTEMPTS NOTED 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 7 


[Article by Charles Lambelin: 


[Text ] 


OUR-LEGGED 

smugglers are giving 

a hard time to Alger- 

ian Customs officers 
trying to stop subsidised food 
products from going across the 
border. 

The smugglers are donkeys and 
camels trained to cross the border 
on their own and deliver the goods. 
They do this so well that in border 
areas they cost as much as acar to 
buy. , : 
hecbrding to the official weekly 
Algerie Actualites, training is sim- 
ple and based on Pavlovian re- 
flexes. 

The animals are starved on one 
side of the border and well fed on 
the other. When loaded with goods 
on the side where they are not fed, 
their only thought is to gallop 
towards their next meal across the 
border. 

Smuggling across Algeria's 
borders with Tunisia, Libya, 
Niger, Mali, Mauritania and Mor- 
occo is so rampant that the Gov- 
ernment has launched a national 
campaign to stop it or at least slow 
it down. 

The Government is worried that 
food products — mostly subsidised 

— such as wheat, flour, semolina, 
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pasta, sugar, oil, cooking oil, coffee 
and tea, which Algeria itself buys 
abroad in hard currency, are being 
illegally exported.” 

In the other direction, 
smugglers bring in consumer 
goods such as stereo radios, cos- 
metics, watches and calculators 
which are in short supply in Al- 
geria. 

According to the Algerian Trade 
Ministry, a kilo of semolina, used 
for the traditional dish of cous- 
cous, costs 1.55 Dinars (M73 cents) 
in Algeria and 2.56 Dinars 
(M$1.72) in Morocco. Coffee is 
worth 27.80 Dinars in Algeria, 34 
dinars in Tunisia and 42 dinars in 
Morocco. 


One indication of the extent of 
smuggling is what Algerian offi- 
cials call the “over-consumption 
phenomenon” — in some border 
areas, purchases of subsidised 
food products are three to five 


p 


times higher than the national 


average. 

There are also a large number of 
“shopkeepers” in these areas, 
many of them without a shop. 

In Maghnia, near the Moroccan 
border, renting a basement for use 
as a storeroom costs as much asa 
flat in Algiers, according to the lo- 
cal Press. 
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"Algerian Drive To Stop Four-Legged Smugglers"] 


A Trade Ministry official in 
Tlemcen, mear the Moroccan 
border, was quoted as saying that 
amuggling had always existed in 
the area. But the authorities used 
to turn a blind eye because it bene- 
fited the country as it involved 
mostly wheat against gold, then 
cheaper in Morocco. 


Rough terrain 


But officials see what is taking 
place now as a haemorrhage of 
foodstuffs and equipment import- 
ed by Algeria in exchange for gad- 
gets which often have been smug- 
gled into Morocco from the 
Spanish enclave of Melilla. 

The problem of fighting well-or- 
ganised, professional smugglers is 
compounded by the difficult ter- 
rain along Algeria's 4,800-km fron- 
tiers — rugged, wooded mountains 
in the north, arid steppes in the 
centre and the Sahara desert inthe 
south, officials here said. 

Smuggling in the south is done 
by camel caravans or lorries using 


. Clandestine tracks in the desert. 


In Tamanrasset, the capital of 
the fierce Touareg warriors, State 
shops are rationing customers but 
shop assistants admit it is impos- 
sible to check how many members 
of the same family come to buy. — 
Reuter. 
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ISRAELI COVERNMENT ROLE IN TERRORIZING INTELLECTUALS PREVILVED 
Cairo AL-SHA‘'B in Arabic 27 Mar 84 p 5 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Qadir Shuhayb: “For the Second Straight Month, Israeli 
Threats To Kill Intellectuals Opposed to Normalization Continue" ] 


[Text] Israeli and Zionist death threats directed against "pyptian intellec- 
tuals hostile to normalization who are concerned with following up on Israe- 
li infiltration into Egypt and warning of the danger of Israeli designs in 
our country have not let up. 


More letters which bear death threats, or the threat of permanent silencing, 
have been sent to an additional number of Egyptian intellectuals. The nmail- 
ing of these letters has not been restricted to writers and journalists, but 
they have also been sent to people who are not writers! 


Threats have been made by telephone and the situation is no longer restric- 
ted to letters by mail only! 


Thus Rabbi Meir Kahane, the leader of the Zionist terrorist organization 
KAKH, has carried out his promise to keep sending these threats to Evyptian 
intellectuals who are obstructing the course of normalization, or, more cor- 
rectly, obstructing Israeli ambitions toward it, especially after his ad- 
mission that his organization has been responsible for these threats. 


The subject of these threats is now being discussed inside Israel. The Is- 
raeli papers are dealing with it and discussing its various dimensions. One 
of these papers has published a number of names of Egyptians to whom the 
Zionist KAKI organization has sent threatening letters in Egypt! 


Apportionment of Roles 


Notwithstanding Meir Kahane's admission that he, and his terrorist organiza- 
tion, are responsible for these threats, the Israeli government has not car- 
ried out any measures against him, even mere formalities or publicity mea- 
sures. It has just settled for requesting the sheet which Shanir, the Israe- 
li prime minister, presented to hin, to stop these threats. This means, in- 
plicitly of course, that the Israeli government is in favor of these 


threats which are directed against Egyptian intellectuals! 
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Thorwfore, in orler to realize the old Vionist aubitions in Feypt, which it 
waS pOssibl2 to carry out for the first time after the start of the “coursa 
of nerralization,"” it has been necessary merely to apportion the roles anong 
Verious Israeli orpanizations, whether these organizations are official, for 
iustanc? the Israeli governuent, or unofficial and make a display of being 


ill2pal, such as the terrorist orjanization KAK!! 


As confirmation of this view, which it does not require eer thought to 
arrive at, these threats have been directed at “syptian intellectuals at a 
tine when Israel's complaints about the slowness and frigidity of the norna- 
+ dugg process have bean escalating and Israeli and Anerican proassures on 
the Teyptian povernnent to advance this process have increased. 


Therefore, thase throats are not a transitory thing; rather, they ace a link 
in the chain of Israeli and Zionist pressures on Freypt to move the wheels of 
normalization forward the way they had moved in al-Sadcat's rca. 


Those thr2ats are not s2re provocations, 2ither, or a sort of insipid joke, 
‘acause so far theic scurce is ‘:nown to be the terrorist VALET! organization, 
“hich ts rcesponsibl? for billing, hundreds of Palestinians living in occupi2d 
territori¢s all the well known instruments of wurderc, includin, the poi- 
souim, of drinking water. 


The situation therefore is serious! 
Tne Security Apencies Ara Active 


y agencles recently became aware of the seriousness of 

P ially after Kahane's admission, once the information 
vet oo Tyyptian citizens concerning, th2se thraats had proli- 
unat?ls, by now the security agencies have instituted measures 
which hav2 von2 beyond the scop? of investipzations and have also included 
pravantive s.easures [and] an operation to frustrate the execution of the 
threats, especially siace the likelihood that these threats will be carried 
ont ar? r2al and not far-fetched. Israel does not just want ,,00d neighborly 
relations with Pyoypt or aven “ordinary" relations of cooperation from norma- 
lization; rathoc, it basically wants to realiz2 its extensive anbitions in 
Toypt, which include territories, the wealth within them, and the bounties 
on then. That is what Colda Meir meant when she considered normalization an 
onslaught on "Cyyptian and Arab borders by tractors rather than tanks, that 
is, an invasion where the means used differ from those of a military inva- 
sion! 
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Vovever, security agency attention b; itself is not sufficient to deter 
these Israrli and Zionist threats and protect th? lives of Ugyptian intel- 
lectuals. 


These threats lave appeared in letters sent from Cairo, not from outside 
Torpt.e In addition, letters have bern to residential address2s in the case 
of sow intellectuals, which obviously means that this terrorist Zionist 
otyanization is cecaivin, support and aid from inside Fyypt and that it has 
a mits in our sidst. The first body to which its attention is unjuestionably 
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directed is the Israeli embassy, which contains a large number of @uployees 
and diplomats, and we do not doubt for a moment that they are all worl:in;, 
for the Isra2li intelliyence agency, like many of the Israeli tourists whe 
pour into Igypt. Israel] has been careful to make its enbassy in Cairo a 
larye one; at a time when the Fyyptian embassy in Israel started functioniny, 
with just 11 members, the Israeli embassy in Cairo started functionuin,, wit): 
30 and this number increased ypreatly afterward. 


Other Measures Are Ne2ded 


Therefore, now that the security agencies have devoted attention to the 
gravity of these threats, what is needed is that official measures te 
taken against the Israeli embassy in Cairo. 


There is for @xample the concentrated surveillance of the activity of the 
people in this embassy. 


There is, for @xample, the expulsion of personnel belonging to this o.bassy 
whos? connection with the Isra2li ‘fosad is known. 


There also is the reduction in the nunber of members in this 2.bassy, so 
that they will be eyual at least to the number of people in the Vuyptiau 
eanbassy in Israel, or the limitation of the number of people in it to the 
mininun. It is not reasonable that the number of people in the Soviet a.- 
bassy be restricted to 1( while the Israeli embassy started out with 20, and 
is still crowin;. 


There also of course is the closiny of this embassy. 


The same measures could be followed in the case of the other Isra2li bodies 
and organizations now present in Cairo, such as the Israeli consulates, the 
Israeli Academic Center, the tourist office, the offices ef the Israeli 
trade and industry cornpanits, the agencies of thes® companies as well, anid 
so forth. 


heeping, silent about these threats only means 2ncouraying, Israel to intensi- 
fy its threats to advance the normalization process and therefore givin, it 
an opportunity to achiev2 its ambitions in JTyypt. 


Therefore it might sem strange, and might inspire questions, that not ven 
one official protest has been issued by the [yyptian government to these 
threats, while Israel lodges protests against a mere celebration in which the 
Israeli flag is burned in [gypt! The lives of Egyptian intellectuals ar? not 
that cheap. 


We will discuss the people's role in the next issue. Israel] must ‘uow that 
threats are not its own :.onopoly alone! 
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EGYPT 


OPPOSITION PARTY LEADER CRITICIZES INEQUITY IN CAMPAIGN FINANCING 
Cairo AL-SI!A*R in Arabic 27 Mar 84 p 5 


[Article by Dr Muhammad liilmi Murad: "Election Campaign Financing between 
the Exploitation of Government Resources and the Support of the 
Liberalization Rich, and Equitable Financing by the People") 


[Text] Spending on the campaign for election to membership in the legisla- 
tive assembly which represents the people should be considered an important 
matter, one with 2 long-range effect, as far as the results the elections 
might lead to are concerned, in addition of course to other factors that 
influence the voters, mobilize the masses and guarantee the impartiality and 
interrity of the elections. 


On that basis, some democratic countries, in their political statutes, sti- 
pulate a maximum which candidates or parties can spend on their election 
publicity, so that they cannot achieve victory by their money, through pub- 
licity and control of the votes of electors, concealing from them the up- 
Tight principles and sound programs another candidate or party which does 
not have such extensive financial resources might offer. 


Egypt tried to adopt this financial restriction on election publicity when 
it amended Article 11 of the People's Assembly Law in 1979, imposing maxinun 
limits on suns that could be spent on election publicity, which would be 
determined by a decree issued by the minister of the interior. This was 
issued in the form of Decree 951 for 1979, to the effect that this maxinum 
would be 500 pounds. It compelled the publicity and advertising bodies to 
inforn the General Department of Administrative Affairs of the Minister of 
the Interior of the publicity they performed for candidates and the anounts 
they charged for it. It also compelled the candidates to present it with a 
statenent within a week of the elections on the means and methods of elec- 
tion publicity they used, the amounts they spent on it, the bodies which 
obtained that, and documents within the papers on the election results. The 
law stipulated that anyone violating, that was to be punished by imprisonment 
and a fine, as well as being, prohibited from exercising political rights, 
and the ruling of the law on political parties was to be applied to the 
party committing the violation. 
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llowever, most unfortunately, this financial limitation has been included in 
the numerous restrictions which have been placed on freedom of expression of 
opinion in the area of election publicity, and for this reason we have de- 
manded that this Article 11 of the law on the exercise of political rights 
and the abovementioned decree of the minister of the interior issued to car- 
ry it out be amended, on grounds that they violate the constitution. This 
inspires fear and anxiety regarding the directions in which this financial 
limitation can be applied so that it can be used as a means for cancelling, 
the membership of some deputies who are not wanted by voters in the elec- 
tions, on the one hand, and it can easily be manipulated on grounds that 
some of the money spent on means of publicity had been offered by others as 
a form of flattery or support, on the other. 


In this manner, eliminating, influence over public elections through finan- 
cing, which spoils the validity of the elections and the propriety of their 
results, can be achieved by providing a minimum of financial resources for 
all political parties taling part in the elections, so that we will be able 
to convey their voices and make their opinions heard by every group of peo- 
ple and every area of the country. This is actually done in many democratic 
countries by stipulating allocations of money which are put at the disposal 
of political parties so that they will not succumb to the influence of spe- 
cific classes or groups of people with special interests, which finance some 
election campaigns, and so that a party's program or opinion will not be 
prevented from reaching, everyone by an absence of such stipulated coopera- 
tion from the people's money for all parties on an equal basis, as the pro- 
uran may involve matters which will briny, benefit to the nation. 


In the light of this, we can look at the situation in [Fpypt as we venture 
upon general elections in which numerous parties with varying circumstances 
will take part and in which a new method of elections is being applied for 
the first time, one where the financial burden of election campaigns, for 
the most part, is shifted from the shoulders of the candidates and cast on 
the shoulders of the parties. 


Is It Reasonable To Durden Parties with Insurance for PDasic and lteserve Can- 
didates? 


The greatest of the financial burdens which have been imposed in the area of 
elections is that each candidate must pay the treasury of the governorate 
involved 2U pounds with which to meet the expenses of official newspaper 
notification of the names of candidates. The expenses of renoviny, election 
publicity posters which violate the stipulated rules are deducted from this. 


Each candidate used to pay this sum, in the context of the individual elec- 
tions, but now it is in the context of the elections by party lists, and the 
candidates whose names are included in the lists, principally those of low 
rank, will not be enthusiastic about paying, this sum, especially the reserve 
candidates, who are equal in number to the oriyinal candidates. It would 
have been enough had they constituted half of the latter, as we previously 
pointed out in an earlier article. 
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hen we realize that the People's Assembly deputies are 448 in number, and 
there will be an equal number of reserve candidates, the amount to be paid 
will be 20 pounds for 896 basic and reserve candidates, if elections are 
held in each constituency, and that will have to be in effect a reserve for 
the requisite percentage throughout the republic, that is, about 15,000 
pounds. !ouldn't one way to make things easy for the parties as they are 
venturing, on broad expenditures in a major election campaign be for them to 
be totally exempt from this sum, or for the sum of 100 pounds to be paid for 
the list each party submits in each district, so that the total amount re- 
quired would come to 4,800 pounds? 


The chairman of the Labor Party, Eng Ibrahim Shukri, presented the People's 
Assembly with an amendment to the law on this subject, along with other 
anendnents. Is it possible for the majority in the assembly to accept a 
draft anendment presented by an opposition deputy, if only once, on this 
matter which does not infringe on any policies or objectives, before the 
constitutional term of the existing assembly ends? 


Expansion in the Area of Election Districts and Getting “fore Than One Deputy 
To Represent Each District 


Narrowin;, the system of elections from individual elections to elections on 
the basis of party lists has resulted in expandiny, the area of the election 
districts, so that they now contain five or six of the old districts. In- 
deed, a large governorate, such as the Governorate of kafr al-Shaylkh, now is 
a single election district, so that going through it and making visits by 
candidates to its towns and villages requires large expenses if one is to 
move around in it by car. It also requires extensive coverage by people's 
conferences and publicity posters, and the adoption of headquarters in va- 
Tious areas of the governorate as election centers. 


While the party candidate in the district, in the system of individual elec- 
tions, bore the expenditures of this publicity, or the bulk of then, since 
he would be the unquestioned beneficiary if he won, in the system of elec- 
tion by party lists, with the parties yaining proportionate representation 
for mernbership seats in the district on the basis of the number of votes the 
list of each party obtains, determination of the number of winners from the 
party list, among; the original candidates, is not certain in advance. There- 
fore, a conflict arises over the order of candidates in the lists. Recourse 
to reserve candidates in these elections or in the period of the coming 
assembly term is unlikely in most cases. 


For this reason, the candidates on the lists will not defray the current 
expenditures for the lists; indeed, the political parties with the lists 
will defray them in most cases and therefore the burden on them will be 
heavy. 


If we assume that the expenses of holding people's conferences in all these 
large districts, the price of cloth for banners and the cost of writing and 
puttin; then up, the fares for traveling by car in election processions in 
order to visit various villages, towns and hamlets, the rental of election 
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centers and the price of printing publicity brochures and pamphlets and hol- 
diny, parties will be approximately 20,000 pounds, what each party will re- 
quire tor 48 districts will be about 480,009 pounds! That is a 1iassive sw: 
which will burden down all the parties if they rely on their own resources. 


National Democratic Party heliance on Government Resources 


llowever, it is to be observed that the National] Democratic larty, in its 
spending, relies on government resources as a result of its interconnection 
with the agencies of the central ,yovernment and the ayencies of local jov- 
ernnent. Indeed, the resources of public sector companies are mobilized to 
serve the ruling party in a similar manner. 


Ministers and party members who are officials travel around in their povern- 
ment cars and combine their government influence with their party tas!s. 
Government allocations and revenues from service funds in the yov2rnoratas, 
American aid to serve the environment and the like are used for spendin, on 
party publicity and party objectives. In addition to that, the so-called 
nationwide papers, the monopoly of radio and television and the acyuisition 
of intensified advertisements for the party newspaper and majazines are put 
to use and membership dues imposed are collected by bein, deducted fro: the 
money owed various citizens. 


e should not fail to notice the headquarters, cars, money and properties 
the National Party inherited from the Socialist Union, then the Arab Rpypt 
Party. 


These larje revenues and extensive resources are the offspriny, of the ex- 
ploitation of influence, in view of the dominance the ruling party c:.joys 
throujh the riinisters, vovernors, leaders and chairmen's offices in each. 
sector by mobilizing the povernment*s resources to serve the party's objec- 
tives. This is not an honest approach to the administration of key }osi- 
tions, since? it is necessary to distinguish between the general ,oals and 
missions of serviny, the country and al] the people, and the party ideals and 
goals which the ruling party and its menbers are not to concer thaiiselves 
with. 


If the National Democratic Party observed this distinction with inteyrity 
and conscience, it would have ;,iven the thought the other parties ;ive2 to 
legitinate ways of getting money to spend on the election campaign. 


Are the ‘iasses of the People Able To Finance the Flection Campaign? 


While the political parties are thinking of turniny, to the people to collect 
contributions to spend on the election campaiyn, people sympathizing with 
the people's parties which have a socialist sense and want to achieve social 
justice are not leftists of the sort who can deduct what they spend on ne- 
cessities as donations to election campaiyvns for people's parties. 


Only the liberalization rich can extend an effective helpiny, hand in this 
regard; they are prepared to spend much of the money that cones to tl.ei in 
abundance without effort or sweat, supportiny, the people who aid their 
causes and ,uarante2 that they will continue to eam the money that cones to 
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them in unlimited volumes, and without payment of the debt to the public 
tr2asury in most cases. 


Therefore although we do not want to add to the burden on the classes that 
are suffering from inflation, whose incomes are not in keeping with the le- 
v2l of prices, by requesting donations for the election campaign, except 
within reasonable limits which are not oppressive, we do consider that there 
is money that belongs to the people, not to the government, which has been 
put at the disposal of the Consultative Assembly, and that part of this must 
be directed to help the parties with respect to election campaign expenses 
in a manner where the differences in prices of newsprint for party papers 
will be paid out of that when the subsidies on them are removed. 


Equal Financing for the People from the Socialist Union's ‘oney at the Dis- 
posal of the Consultative Assembly 


Allocations must be set aside from the people's money which is owned by the 
Socialist Union and its organizations, which by law reverted to the Consul- 
tative Assenbly, through Law 145 for 1980, to be spent by the political 
parties on the election caripaign so that they may realize equality in finan- 
cing and will not be compelled to rely on revenues which influence their 
proper orientations. 


There is nothiny, new in this, since financial allocations are set aside fron 
the goveriment budget itself for this purpose in many democratic countries, 
as it is no secret that if the regime is to realize the hopes of the people 
and the future of the nation, its validity and proper course will depend on 
the saintenance and the soundness of the election campaigns. 


A h2buttal to Nabawi Isma'il's Slander 


A journalist in the latest issue of AKIIBAR AL-YAW! has rebutted the state- 
ments the forner minister of the interior, Nabawi Isma‘il, made before tlie 
People's Assembly in the era of al-Sadat, based, according to his words, on 
the slanderous statements directed at Dr Muhammad /Jilmi Murad, which he had 
heard from liafiz Badawi, regarding the misunderstanding, which had taken 
place between hin and the late President Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir in the Council 
of ‘Sinisters when he was a minister, slander which Eny, Ibrahim Shukri char- 
acterized in the assembly at the time as lies, which Dr Muhammad Ililmi Murad 
rebutted in his article published in the newspaper AJ-SIHA‘B, in its issue of 
2 June 1981 under the title "The Minister of the Interior lust fResizn fron 
liis Position." Let those who wish to learn the truth refer to it, so that we 
will not keep going around in a vicious circle! 
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EGYPT 


ORDINARY POLICEMEN'S LOW SALARY, JOB HAZARDS DESCRIBED 
Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 28 Mar 84 p 3 


[Article by Misbah Qutb: "God Help the Policemen, and These Are the 
Reasons" ] 


[Text] The latest employment news states that the Ministry of the Interior 
is finding difficulty obtaining people who are willing to work as policemen 
or informers in the various branches of the ministry! 


In a few years, the traditional police officer who has appeared in dozens of 
movies, plays and stories will disappear from Cairo, and the Ministry of the 
Interior will be compelled to add the hard labor of the policeman and the 
work of the informant to young officers’ burdens. 


How often movies, serials and jokes have portrayed policemen differently 
from the way they are, and how many cares do the policemen face from people 
involved in politics, ideas and the press! 


Among the plugs, the suspicions, the humid nights in prison, solitary, the 
rotating cubes, the barracks, the violations, the rovgh hands and the "Talk 
to Mister Justice, wretch" -- among all that there is talk about the police 
and the men in it, and we forget these people, or are greatly unfair to 
them, perhaps because we sometimes see a single side to them, the political 
security side, and do not see their other side, as they watch after us while 
we sleep and are concerned about us as we enjoy security. 


How many people have died in the profession? liow much do policemen make? 
What are the concerns and vexations of these people, between the borders and 
the [illegible], between the professional dangers and the social [illegi- 
ble]? The tasks of security officers in modern societies have become ex- 
tremely difficult and complex. 


The Oath 


Let the reader ponder the great oath the police officers swear when they 
begin their appointment: 
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"I swear by almighty God that I will protect the republican system, will 
honor the constitution and the law, will look after the saftety of the na- 
tion and will perform my duty honestly and sincerely." 


How terrifying are the two unique words “honestly” and "sincerely" here! 


In spite cf the difficulty and the dangers of the police force's work, the 
Salaries they receive are very meager. The following is a table of salaries 
on the basis of the approvals made by Law 109 for 1971 on the police force, 
in which some amendments have been made, although they are not substantial. 


The Table on Officers 


The annual salary of a major general and first assistant to the minister of 
the interior is 2,000 pounds, with a fixed base and no raises. In the six- 
ties it was 1,800. 


The annual salary of a major general and assistant to the minister of the 
interior is 1,400 to 1,800 pounds, with an annual raise of 75 pounds. 


The salary of a major general is from 1,300 to 1,500, with an annual raise 
of 72 pounds. (The salary in the sixties was from 1,200 to 1,300 pounds a 
year.) 


The salary of a brigadier general is from 1,140 to 1,260 pounds a year, with 
a raise of 60 pounds. 


The salary of a colonel is from 900 to 1,092 pounds a year, with a raise of 
48 pounds. 


The salary of a lieutenant colonel is from 720 to 888 pounds a year, with a 
raise of 42 pounds. 


The salary of a major is 540 to 684 pounds, with a raise of 36 pounds a 
year. 


The salary of a captain is from 384 to 504 pounds a year, with a raise of 24 
pounds. 


The salary of a first lieutenant and lieutenant is from 264 to 318 a year, 
with a raise of 18 pounds. 


The Table for Quartermaster Sergeants 


The annual salary of a top quartermaster sergeant is 600 pounds, with an 
annual raise of 24 pounds. 


First quartermaster sergeant, from 480 to 780 pounds with a raise of 18 
pounds. 


Second quartermaster sergeant, from 300 to 660 pounds and a raise of 18 
pounds (a year). 
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The salary of a third quartermaster sergeant is from 204 to 420 pounds, with 
an annual raise of from 9 to 30 pounds, then 12 pounds after that. 


The Table on Noncommissioned Officers 


The salary of a first warrant officer is from 294 to 498, with a raise of 18 
pouncs a year. 


The salary of a second warrant officer is from 234 to 378 pounds, with a 
raise of 12 pounds. 


The salary of a first sergeant is from 216 to 312 pounds a year, with a raise 
of 9 pounds. 


A corporal, from 168 pounds to 240 pounds, with a raise of [illegible] 
pounds. 


A private, 132 pounds to 192 pounds, with a raise of 6 pounds a year. 
The Table for Guards 


The salary of a senior guard is from 114 to 150 pounds, with a raise of 6 
pounds a year. 


The salary of a deputy senior guard is from 90 to 114 pounds, with a raise 
of 6 pounds a year. 


A guard, 66 to 90 pounds a year, with a raise of 6 pounds a year. 


The monthly pensions for people killed on duty and their equivalent have 
been set at 130 a month for majors general, dropping with each lower grade 
by 10 pounds, so that they are 60 pounds a month for lieutenants. Senior 
guards and guards receive 8 pounds a month. Article 115 suspended the promo- 
tion of constables, who held the highest rank in the table for noncommis- 
sioned officers before the revolution, to officers, while stipulating that 
officers who had been promoted from constable after 11 September 1944 would 
continue to be promoted, and when promotion brought any of them to the rank 
of lieutenant colonel they would be transferred to retirement once promoted 
to that rank. 


Article 109 specifies 1 month's salary after death as funeral expenses ‘or 
the deceased, with a minimum of 20 pounds. Article 22 gives some officers an 
expense allowance which is issued by decree of the president and is not to 
exceed 100 percent of the starting salary level of the grade. Police offi- 
cers in general will enjoy a nature of work allowance alongside professional 
allowances and a residence allowance for people out of the country, where 
the total such allowances disbursed to officers will not exceed 100 percent 
of the base salary. 


It is well known that the salary of a policeman recruited by the Interior 


[Ministry] is now 6.5 pounds a month and the number of policemen is esti- 
mated at about 400,000. The latest attempts at material reform for 
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professional policemen was the determination of a raise of 5 pounds for spe- 
cial staff personnel starting 1 July 1984. 


Badges and People Killed on Duty 


People rarely pay attention to the victims of the profession and the sacri- 
fices policemen make. The badges and medals they receive are also forgotten, 
in spite of their large number. In 1982, for example, 11 major generals 
received the Badge of the Republic, Second Class, from the Interivr [Minis- 
try], and just one received the Arts and Sciences Badge, First Class. Three 
officers of the rank of colonel received the Badge of the Republic, Third 
Class, while just one of the rank of colonel received the Badge of Merit, 
Third Class, and three officers of the rank of lieutenant colonel-doctor, 
two of the rank of first lieutenant-doctor and just one at the rank of first 
lieutenant-engineer also received that, while five lieutenants received the 
Decoration of Excellence, Second Class. 


In the list of warrant officers, noncommissioned officers and policemen 
killed during and because of service in 1982, we find one first warrant 
officer, two second warrant officers, six first sergeants, nine sergeants, 
five corporals, five privates first class and just one ordinary private, in 
addition to five military guards. These 24 victims represent 16 of Egypt's 
governorates. 

For the Police in the Service of the Constitution 

This is an expression of great significance; I found it inscribed on the day 
of the celebration hy the police of their holiday on 25 January 1984 on the 
walls of the Education Faculty in Tanta. The police agencies in which 

this service is supposed to be performed, which constitute branches of the 
Ministry of the Interior, include: 

The office of the state security investigator. 

The tourist and public installations police. 

The electric utility police. 

Police warrant officers. 

Waterways police. 

Central Security. 

The security forces. 

The secret police. 


The transport and communications police. 


Top seniority guards and military guards in all villages, hamlets and rural 
communities. 
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The traffic police. 

The Department of Prisons (Houses of Correction and Reform). 
The General Security Department. 

The Anti-Narcotics Administration. 

The Civil Defense Administration. 


In addition, there are the Departments of Passports, Nationality and Civil 
Status, the guard of the People’s Assembly, the universities, the ministries 
and the ministers, and so forth. 


Occupational Hazards 


In a research work by the industrial medicine laboratory of the National 
Research Center concerning the occupational hazards to which policemen are 
exposed, the research showed that in addition to the general hazards affect- 
ing society as a whole, such as environmental pollution and noise, there are 
hazards peculiar to policemen alone, such as their exposure to fires and 
toxic gases and other special hazards. The researchers consider that the 
rapid change in society and the environment weaken policemen's ability to 
maintain equilibrium, and this calls for constant followup and treatment. As 
far as the nature of the hazards go, those are connected to the nature of 
the job. 


It has been discovered that the most widespread ailments among policemen 
exposed to automobile exhaust are common endemic colds, inflammations of the 
respiratory and upper tracts, common asthma and some allergies of the eye 
and nose. 


In addition to exhaust, traffic policemen are exposed to noise more than 
others are, and it has been proved in many research works that noise affects 
individuals’ ways of behavior and conduct regarding specific events, in ad- 
dition to high blood pressure and damage to hearing. Traffic policemen are 
also exposed to risk from public accidents by virtue of their presence in 
the middle of crowded squares, as well as back pains from standing for a 
long period. (Sometimes when they insist on applying the law they are ex- 
posed to a ridiculous form of harshness and threats, if a driver of a car 
that has committed violations has connections, and this subjects traffic 
officers to frustration and bitterness. ) 


Can we ask how many clubs similar to police officers’ clubs the Ministry of 
the Interior has established for noncommissioned officers and policemen? 
What is the position regarding these men, who are bathed in sweat in the 
middle of the hell of the city in Cairo, with their poor health and their 
numerous preoccupations with making a living? 


Cairo is the most polluted city in the world, the squares in the center of 
Cairo are the most polluted, and the traffic men are the most polluted peo- 
ple in the squares; therefore, the traffic men in Cairo face the most pollu- 
tion in the world. 23 














Firefighting and Its llazards 


Firefighters face many natural and chemical dangers arising from fires, 
flames, chemicals used in firefighting or chemicals that are essentially 
inflammatory, such as sulphur dioxide gas emanating from burning tires, for 
example, or hydrogen cyanide from wool fires. These are lethal gases. In 
research carried out on a firefighter in Washington, it was proved that the 
greatest danger came from carbon monoxide gas, by measuring the (crexi) he- 
moglobin [as published] rate in the blood after the suppression of a fire; that 
came to 43 percent. There has been joint research work between the Harvard 
School of Public Health and the fire department in Boston to determine the 
extent of danger to which firefighters are exposed and the possibilities for 
eliminating it. The question is, where do we stand with respe::t to this re- 
search? What type of insurance applies to firefighters? Why shouldn't there 
be preventive firefighting as there is preventive security in politics, 
especially in public sector companies that have well known seasonal fires? 


The Dangers of Combatting Smugglers 


The policemen here are the victims in the first place, because they deal 
with individuals who have lost a sense of responsibility and have become 
habituated to crime. Policemen might be exposed to gunshots from them or to 
their sharp implements and sticks. In reality, people who are active in con- 
batting smugglers and narcotics dealers suffer most severely from constant 
tension and intense withdrawal in their social life. Ilere I might ask a very 
innocent question: in all operations where narcotics shipments are seized, 
it is always (generally) observed that the smugglers turn and flee after 
shots are fired, while the news that is published on these operations in- 
forms you of a great sequence of moves by so and so, an attack under the 
command of so-and-so, and the deployment of so and so and the cover of such 
and such. How many of the people arrested are smugglers? How many of them 
are killed? llow can we protect policemen from pressures from rowdies and 
material pressures? Ilave the people working in this area been well mobilized 
by a belief in the contemptibility of narcotics, or are they performing a 
duty in which they sometimes might not have adequate conviction? 


Bonuses and Oddities 


fonuses in the police are rather odd. They do not involve anything that 
would amount to an incentive for individuals to exert greater effort, and 
this prompts the minister of the interior frequently to pay out abundant 
bonuses to active members of the police, while publicizing their abilities 
in the media in a manner that serves the agencies’ mission. For informa- 
tion's sake, the bonuses for seizing narcotics until recently were laugh- 
able: 


Two piasters per gram for the first 100 [grams]. 
lialf a piaster per gram over the first 100 grams, up to a kilogran. 
Three pounds per kilogram after the first kilogram, up to 10 kilograms. 
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In seizures of explosives, a bonus of 2 pounds is paid out to a person seiz- 
ing a loaded rifle, a pound for pistols, and 20 piasters for all unloaded 
weapons, provided that they all be fit for use. Ilowever, the bonus for the 
seizure of games of chance comes to 80 percent of the sums seized, and these 
usually are the booty of the officers leading the raids. At the same time, 
10 penalties are imposed on officers, starting with a warning and ending 
with dismissal, along with the suspension of pension rights or withdrawal of 
pension. Warrant officers and quartermaster sergeants are subject to l2 pe- 
nalties, from chastisement to dismissal from service. 


Milliemes are the lot of men who are faced with debt and seize millions in 
lost property, while it is very easy to be subject to penalties! 


Other Vexations 


Article 21 of Law 91 for 1975 stipulates that the minister of the interior 
is to grant people who have successfully completed studies in the general 
section of the Police Academy a bachelor's degree in police law and science, 
so that the police really will be in the service of the law. However, Arti- 
cle 32 of the same law compels graduates of the general or special section 
to serve with the police personnel for a period of no less than 10 years. 
The period of service for guards cannot be less than 5 years. 


Bridge and public facility guards are subject to many vexations, especially 
in remote areas, as are guards of prisoners and arrested persons. One oddity 
is that the law does not permit prisoners bound in iron chains to ride 
trams. 


However, the most serious and difficult duty of the police is to break up 
demonstrations, since extremely complex psychological circumstances link po- 
licemen with the demonstrators, among whom there are brothers, fathers or 
relatives, so that it is difficult to exercise self-control. This is then 
followed by orders [to use] tear gas, then sticks, blackjacks and clubs, and 
if not that then to fire shots and aim for the legs. The strange thing is 
that the law prohibits the firing of blank cartridges after warnings are 
given, lest the demonstrators think that the force is not serious. What a 
position! What a day, in which parents go grey and wounds pile up among the 
police and the people on the street! Perhaps 17 and 18 January are not far 
from one's mind. 


Private Police 


The strange thing is that with the economic liberalization, international 
aid to the police agency increased, not, of course, out of love for the 
color of the Egyptians’ eyes, but in order to preserve the existing economic 
and social system. The situation brought the liberalizationists to the point 
where they formed private police agencies in which individual salaries came 
to 600 pounds a month. Abu-al-‘Izz al-Hariri, member of the People's Assem- 
bly from the Grouping Party, comments by saying, 


"These private agencies are permitted to engage in the activities of a pub- 
lic security agency, especially as cagards dealing with citizens, following 
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up on and collecting information and evidence and providing security protec- 
tion for the parasitic rich. In this manner, the police agency gives up an 
important part of its tasks and the point is raised within it which people 
who work in public sector banks and people who work in investment company 
banks, for example, always raise regarding the differences in wages. In ad- 
dition, this private system gives the ordinary citizen a feeling of bitter- 
ness over his inability to guarantee security for himself as well." 


Concerning, the draft to amend policemen's salaries, Abu-al-‘Izz al-lariri, 
the author of the draft bill, which was not passed, said “That was in 1976 
-- the proposed law would require that they be dealt with as producers, es- 
pecially since this followed Administrative Reform Law 11 for 1975, but al- 
Nabawi Isma'il, who was not at all interested in the policemen, rejected the 
law on the grounds that we would thereby be polarizing the policemen, for- 
getting that there were general policies, laws that were applied and milita- 
ry provisions. Al-Nabawi Isma‘il persisted, and the policemen are still 
Carrying, out their stipulated social and economic training, which is based 
on the rule ‘your business is a secret!'" 


Disruptions on Top of Disruptions 


Abu-al-'Izz al-Hariri, member of the People's Assembly, raises more than one 
issue when talking about the cares and vexations of policemen. !le says, 


"Policemen in Egypt face an unusual crisis as regards wages in general, in 
the low levels in particular; their salaries are not in keeping with the 
requirements of life, in terms of housing, food, drink, medical treatment 
and child care, and the Ministry of Interior resorts to recruits more than 
volunteers for work which of course requires a specific percentage of en- 
ployees whose employment relationship will be characterized by continuity, 
in order to make it possible to pass along expertise and good work perfor- 
mance. As is well known, a high percentage of policemen work outside their 
governorates, which further complicates their social problems. As regards 
the police officers, although their wages were increased a number of years 
ago, the increase in prices has reduced these wages by no less than 15 per- 
cent, calculating the rate of inflation, and in this regard recourse is not 
made to bonuses and allowances. This is a matter which always imparts insta- 
bility and disorder." 


Domestic Tension 


After the 1973 war, the tension was transferred from the people in the armed 
forces to the police, whose responsibilities multiplied. On this point, Abu- 
al-'Izz al-tlariri says: 


"Yes, after the adoption of the policy of liberalization following, the Octo- 
ber war, various social patterns arose in Egypt and they started to play a 
more serious role in the area of corruption and the spread of corruption. 
Therefore the demand to develop the police became of utmost importance and 
this principle required policemen who have intrinsic and professional abili- 
ties to cope with the new changes. To keep them from sharing their booty 
with corrupt persons, they are the eyes of the government and watch every 
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natural and unnatural growth process. I can stipulate that it is necessary 
to provide a life of dignity for everyone working in oversight agencies, 
outside the police as well, out of the fear that they might succumb to a- 
basement or the clutches of temptation." 


As Abu-al-‘Izz says, there is no doubt that the police in Egypt and in the 
third world in general are still bearing a burden, as they are the face of 
the regime; where democracy is absent or stumbles, the policemen pay the 
price in effort, sweat and the lack of acceptance or anger from the citi- 
zens, especially if the authorities are biased in favor of the rich at the 
expense of the poor and honorable. 


Shame for the Sake of Shame 


One of the difficulties policemen face is the tremendous psychological 
pressure they bear when they are forced to be silent and compelled to over- 
look things. Perhaps what the trials of ‘Ismat al-Sadat revealed is proof of 
that, since the police succumbed to the dilemma of committing themselves to 
protecting him though they had no right or ability to adopt an honest legal, 
constitutional or national position. The tragedy reaches its peak when a 
major general in the police and his honorable men are able to put their 
hands on a ship loaded with narcotics, take their measures and inform the 
office of the presidency, and the answer comes, as a shock, “Leave this 
alone." Indeed, as a result of that, this official was removed from his drug 
prevention work and dismissed from the police. 


Prison for a Piaster, or for Nothing 


On the other hand, Abu-al-‘Izz al-Hariri says, “Policemen write out a ticket 
for a pricing violation of a few milliemes, and the situation ends with 
prison or a fine for the people who can barely eat bread, and other things, 
in trade, customs or the fight against narcotics. In summary, one can say 
that the police, because of their work, are a microcosm revealing all the 
details of the contradictions in the society, and indeed also experiencing 
them. To keep the policemen's role from conflicting with the constitution 
and human rights, we have called repeatedly for the minister of the interior 
not to belong to a party and for him to be independent in his tasks, as are 
the judges, so that he will not be subject to specific government direc- 
tives. We also call for the policemen's subjection to military law not to be 
a reason for their abandonment of their real role." 


Abu-al-'Izz al-Hariri presents another important issue, stating, 


"We know that colonialism has left its mark on some police practices up to 
now, especially in the area of political security and cases of preventive 
police action. It is amazing that in spite of the animosity and alienation 
that exists among them, the Arab countries have met to exchange views and 
cooperation in facing people whom they consider commit violations against 
the regimes but for the most part are the partisans of democratic and social 
reform." 


When I asked him about the notorious conflict between men of ideas and the 
office of the investigator, he replied, 
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“It is natural that intellectuals and educated people should forget ordina- 
ry, Oppressed policemen and just remember the office of the state security 
investigator, because ideas are their concern and at the same time 80 per- 
cent of the work of the investigator's office is to confront men of ideas 
and politics. 


The Four Prisons 


“These are the penitentiaries, the general prisons, the central prisons, and 
the special prisons which are established by decree of the president, to 
which groups of prisoners are sent when sentenced, the manner of dealing 
with them, and the conditions of their release. The prisoners are subjected 
to seven penalties, from warnings to flogging. 


“Didn't I tell you how difficult this policeman's mission is, and how com- 
plicated policemen's social relations, and indeed their relations with the 
people in their own homes and their children, are? They might sometimes be 
compelled to flog or to commit deception in tailing a person or to fire on 
someone where such conduct is mandatory if that is ordered in accordance 
with what the law stipulates, or sometimes without the law, as happened with 
the martyred Sa‘'d Halawah from al-Buhayrah, who staged a sit-in in the local 
assenbly in his town 4 years ago to protest the normalization with Israel, 
and the police fired on the council and killed him. Do we have any opinions 
from any of the men in the committee for the defense of freedoms in the 
Crouping? Let them exist." 


It Is All with the Office of the Investigator 


Why, however, does the office of the state security prosecutor come to mind, 
especially in the case of intellectuals and people who are engaged in ideas, 
as soon as one mentions the police, while the other, overworked members of 
the police disappear from the picture? 


Midhat “Mubarak, the lawyer and member of the committee for the defense of 
freedoms, says: 


“The negative phenomena always appear on the surface, since positive conduct 
is supposed to be the normal thing. In reality, the policemen are just an 
instrument for carrying out the law. Therefore, clashes between the masses 
and the law become the precedent, in the event the law is not expressive of 
the will and demands of the people." 


Concerning, the office of the state security prosecutor, Nidhat Mubarak said 
“That is just an agency for protecting the regime. If the regime is democra- 
tic, the task of the state security is therefore to protect everyone, and 
therefore we hope that this agency will be subordinate to a judiciary body, 
not an administrative one, so that it will devote its thinking to protecting 
the constitution, not the regime, and so that its activities will not cast 
their occasionally gloomy shadow on police activity in general, their pic- 
ture will not become distorted, and the people's fears of it will abate." 





liowever, rather strangely, people forget the judge who hands down the death 
penalty and remember the policeman who carries it out. Why is that? 


‘ir Midhat replied, 


"The struggle between the authorities and the individual in various socie2- 
ties generally assumes a serious turn which casts its shadow on the social 
relations between the policemen, the representatives of the instrunent of 
repression in people's eyes, and the individual, who does not much feel that 
his rights are being maintained and always forgets his violations of the 
law, because they are justified in his view, and remembers the policeman who 
always cites him or takes him into the darkness of prison." 


The policemen are subject to a special kind of psychological sufferinj,, be- 
cause they are on a visible stage of activity where people can see their 
relationship with their superiors and the contempt they are occasionally 
exposed to, contrary to the army, which is located in its camps, far away 
from the city. What is your comment? 


Mr Midhat said, 


"In fact, the directors of security, for example, in their monthly meeting, 
do not deal with political matters, through comment or criticism, at all. It 
is not just a matter of the obedience of the ordinary policeman and the 
intensified image he might have of his higher officer in front of the peo- 
ple. Therefore, we need a radical change in the nature of the police insti- 
tution, so that its independence will be clear in terms of finance and adni- 
nistration, provided that living conditions be suitable so that the police- 
men may realize the appropriate charact2ristics for the job. The most inpor- 
tant thing in that is that we strive to: 


“Fncourage talents which are appreciated in policemen and police officers. 


"Provide radically different psychological training so that we can create 
policemen with a mission rather than employees, and people who are inmpar- 
tial, not dependent, so that the forms of arbitrariness many thereby disap- 
pear from the police stations." 


In the recent period, a strange language of deference has prevailed anon, 
policemen, leading, to alienation and reminding one of compulsion, with such 
terms as “your excellency,” "your eminence," "pasha," and so forth, leaving 
a bad impression amony, people lodging or subject to complaints, a feelin, of 
pettiness among, those people, and the impossibility of taking efforts on 
their own, as pashas, in the investigation of violated rights. 


Up to This Day 


"Ali ibn Abu Talib was the first person to use the word “police” and link it 
to the judiciary. The position of the head of the police in Egypt was always 
devoted to "the positions of government;" in fact, the heads of the police 
would lead the people in prayer when the ;overnor was absent, sometimes, 
until the 'Urabi revolution occurred and Lord Dufferin was appointed to 
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investigate the state of security in Egypt. Since then the relationship be- 
tween the policeman and his society has been disturbed. 


Can we aspire to have policemen live a better life, in terms of housing, 
clothing, food and recreation, so that they can perform more their work more 
thoroughly? 


Can we see another day in which the people and the police will join forces 
to serve the constitution, in place of this inherited alienation? 


Will the police find friends for themselves in the world of ideas and among 
the men of ideas and the centers of illumination, in place of the traditio- 
nal fear, persecution and the casting of doubts? 


We hope for this with every prayer, supplication and invocation. llow beauti- 
ful it would be for the cry to be raised, "llere, there are strong spirits 
standing up to the doers of corruption, the despoilers and the crooks, not 
the intellectuals and people struggling for a better goal for all people, 
including the policemen!" 


11687 
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DISSIDENT JOURNAL PRAISES NEVSIHMEN'S TOLERANCE OF JUDICIARY 
Cairo AL-AUALI in Arabic 28 Nar 84 p 3 
[Article: “Wednesday liorniny: The Lawyer and the Journalists" ] 


[Text] The late great sinzer, Farid al-Atrash, was one of the people isost 
distressed by newspaper articles criticizing his movies or publishin,, news 
about hini. Therefore, in more than one of his films, he deliberately in- 
cluded the personality of a journalist who was a friend of the Lero's ai 
had no concerns except to ask the hero, Farid al-Atrash hinself, for weecl- 
ties, look for food in his refrigerator and live like a total parasite at 
his expense! 


One exanple of the democratic dialoyue that exists between journalists and 
people in the movies appeared when the action producer Ilisam all-in “‘ustafa 
was distressed by the criticism of his novies by the well known fil:: critic 
Sani al-Salamuni, and found no way to talk about it except to iuvent a per- 
son naned al-Sala:auni whom he put into one of his movies so that the hero of 
his movie could curs? hin and pester hi: constantly, by way of replying to 
Sani's stinginy criticis:: of his movies! 


In spite? of that, th? press is proud to have accepted this criticisii, 2c 
much like it, generously. "%o journalist has resorted to the judiciary to 
request that a film which depicts journalists as if they were living like 
parasites off movie stars be banned; al-Salamuni did not denand thet th 
Slaps !!isani-al-Din tiustafa'’s hero had directed at him be stopped, anc ti.ec 
Journalists’ Union was not interested in prohibiting, movie malers froi: cri- 
ticiziny journalists. 


Ve know that we do not have the right to comment on a ruling the judiciary 
issues, disapprovinzly or approvingly; therefore, we will cefrain from coi- 
menting, on the Pulaq al-Nakrur misdemeanor court ruliny, in the case of the 
movie “The Lawyer,” although we believe that this ruling wil] later receive 
the comments it deserves from levels higher than the judiciary, throuj): 
statenuents frou interpreters and analyses by jurists. 


Nowever, the statement which the Bulaq al-Dakrur judge appended to his rul- 
ing, and directed to the journalists, warniny, ther. that if they coiccsented o1 
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the cases beiny heard they would be subject to punishment, is not, we be- 
lieve, a part of the text of the ruling, and we do not know the circunstan- 
ces under which it was issued. le would have liked the judge to have issued 
it some years ago, when connmenting on cases under judiciary review and at- 
tacking, people accused in these cases by name were a hobby that Anwar al- 
Sadat and his ninisters and press impulsively engaged in. We would have 
liked the violent statement the judge directed at the press to have ex- 
plained the articles which it quoted from the law, which in no way prohibits 
the publication [of statements] on cases but does prohibit publication in a 
manner which affects the judiciary, and does permit the deputy public prose- 
cutor or judge te prohibit publication if he considers that that will be 
harmful to the propress of the case or investigation. The office of the 
prosecutor and the judge did not issue such a decree in the case reyarding 
“The Lawyer.” 


le do not consider that what journalists have published even in the goveri- 
ment pap2rs is justification for the severe statement the judge has directed 
to then, as they are all engross2d in defending the independence of the 
judiciary and embracing, its demands, because the pist of what they have 
written was to urge the lawyers who filed the case not to open the door to 
the confiscation of artistic and literary works, because that is a door 
through which nothing, comes but wind and one which will not be closed until 
it prohibits novies, plays and even court litigations and articles suppor- 
tin, lawyers in the case of the independence of their union and the judicia- 
ry in the case of the independence of their authority. 


Journalists all have the right to be proud of their position during the 
crisis of the :ovie "The Lawyer," on which a final ruling has not yet been 
issuec. They have the right to be proud that none of them ever asked that 
the filns that criticize the press as a profession and journalists as people 
be banned -- and how many of them there were -- even when the movie-nakers 
went beyond all bounds. This is because freedom is indivisible and the free- 
dou. of the pen is part of the freedom of the screen and the freedom of the 
judy2's bench! 


11887 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


RELIGIOUS PAPER ATTACKS EDITOR--The Islamic newspaper AL-NUR, issued by the 
Liberal Party, has demanded that tiusa Sabri be dismissed from the position 
of editor in chief of AL-AKIHBAR and from membership in the National Party. 
The paper, in its editorial, which was written by al-Hamzah al-Da'bas, com- 
menting on Musa Sabri's statements on the application of Islamic law, said 
“Ilad I had anything to do with the matter in the National Party I would have 
ordered that !t!usa Sabri be dismissed from the party, and I would aot te 
acting arbitrarily [in doing so], for two reasons, the first that he tried 
to betray this party and second that he tried to kindle the flames of fac- 
tional strife and violate the law on parties, which stipulates that nationel 
unity is to be preserved. [Text] [Cairo AL-SHA'S in Arabic 27 ‘iar 34 p 3] 
11887 
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ISRAEL 


NATIONAL INSURANCE INSTITUTE REPORT ON POVERTY DISCUSSED 


Jerusalem THE ISRAELI ECONOMIST in English No 40, Mar 84 p 12 


[Text ] 


Poverty is a sensitive pro- 
blem in a democratic society, 
especially when elections seem 
near. It is therefore easy to 
understand why the govern- 
ment, with a three-seat majority 
in the Knesset, and the prospect 
of a no-confidence vote on 
the horizon, was taken aback 
by the January report of 
the National Insurance Institute 
that the number of Israelis 
living under the poverty line 
had increased by 30% during 
the Likud's rule, and that 
today over half a million of 
our countrymen are officially 
classed as poor. 

The Likud, the leading 
element in the governing coali- 
tion, has long courted the 
lower middle class. Its former 
leader, Menahem Begin, helped 
by then-Finance Minister Yo- 
ram Aridor, had promised in 
the 1981 elections that his 
government would improve the 
standard of living of the 
“people”. But the October 
bank share crisis spurred Aridor 
to cut the subsidies he had 
done so much to increase, 
and his resignation seemed to 
signal the end of his populist 
policy. The new finance min- 
ister, Yigal Cohen-Orgad, sped 
up the cuts in subsidies and 
did his best to slash public 
spending, including that on 
welfare, all while letting in- 
flation erode real wages. Thus, 
the NII report on poverty 
in Israel could not have come 
at a less convenient time for 


the Government. 
But is poverty really as bad 


as the NII report suggests? 


This can be answered only by 
taking a close look at the 
definitions used and the period 
covered. 

1. The report ends with 
the situation prevailing in 1982. 
All the changes that have 
occurred since then, especially 
those following October 1983, 
are not included. 

2. It surveys only the 
employed population; the fig- 
ure of 500,000 poor people 
in the economy as a whole 
is merely an extrapolation. 

3. The poverty line is 
defined as 40% of the income 
of the average Israeli adult — a 
purely relative definition which 
varies with the standard of 
living. If Israel were to strike it 
rich in oil or gold, and the 
relative distribution of the 
wealth were to remain the 
same, then the number of 
“poor people’’ so defined would 
be the same — even if the 
poorest Israeli had a house, a 
car and a private jet. According 
to the NII definition, there will 
always be “poor people”; the 
problem is in determining 
whether their numbers increase 
or not. 

According to the survey of 
employees’ income, the pover- 
ty line for a one-person house- 
hold was $95 in 1977 and 
$158 in 1982 (see graph).* 
Now let us examinc the de- 
tails of the NII analysis: 

1. If we look only at gross 
income before taxes and trans- 
fer payments, we find that 
12.7% of the employces’ fami- 
lies lived below the poverty 
line, up from 9.7% in 1977, 
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meaning that primary income 
distribution has becomc less 
equalitarian. 

2. The transfer and tax 
systems arc supposed to takc 
from the rich and give to the 
poor, and thereby reduce the 
secondary income inequality. 
Indeed, the systems do achicve 
this end, but since 1977 
they have been doing this 
less effectively than before. 

If we take into account 
the effects of transfer pay- 
ments, but not those of taxcs, 
the number of officially-de- 
fined poor people was smaller 
by 70% in 1977, but only 
the 56% in 1982. The reason 
for this lies in the erosion of 
real transfer payments. For 
example, between 1977 and 
1982 the basic child allowance 
fell 27% in terms of the average 
wage. If taxes are also taken 
into account, it seems that 
the system's effects on income 
redistribution were even small- 
er. As the table shows, 8% 
of the families of employees 
lived below the poverty line 
in 1982; while no comparablé 
data for 1977 are available, 
there are indications that the 
failure of tax brackets to keep 
up with inflation has increased 
the tax burden of the poor, 
thus cutting their real dispo- 
sable incomes. 

$8. Some groups fared even 
worse. Of all families having 
at least four children or only 
onc parent, 25% were below 
the poverty line. Because these 
groups carn less than others, 
they derive a larger proportion 
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of their net income from trans- 
fers; thus, the decline in real 
transfers has hit them especially 
hard. 

If we accept the NII's 
relative definition of poverty, 
without arbitrarily substituting 
a more restrictive line (for 
example, a “hunger line” of 
25%, instead of the current 
“poverty line’’ of 40% of the 
average income), then there is 
no alternative but to accept 
the argument of the Tami 


Party that income distribution 
has become more inequitable 
in recent years and that the 
transfer and tax system should 
be altered to the benefit of 
the poor. 

However, it would be ir- 
responsible to increase total 
transfer. Government spending 
already takes up 53% of the 
GNP, and this must be re- 
duced; therefore, taxes should 
not be raised. Rather, the 


transfer payments should be 
reformed. Today the richer 
half of the population actually 
receives 35% of all transfer 
payments. This money should 
be channelled to the poorer 
half, which really needs the 
money.® 

Daniel Levi 
*The increase stems largely 
from the inflation of the 
dollar; in constant 1977 dollars, 
the poverty line rose to only 
99% by 1982. 
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Table 1: Percentage of employees’ families living below the poverty line 


(1) Before transfers 

and taxes 

(2) After transfers 

(3) After transfers 

and taxes 

Decrease in the % 

of poor families 
from (1) to (2) 
from (1) to (3) 


n.a.: not available 


Average Family with four 
Family or more children 
1977 1982 1977 1982 
9.7 12.7 29.5 35.6 
2.8 56 5.1 16.0 
n.a. 8.1 n.a. 25.5 


71.1 55.9 82.7 55.1 
na. 36.2 n.a. 28.4 


Source: National Insurance Institute, 1982 Annual Survey 
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One-parent 
family 
1977 1982 
30.7 34.7 
7.8 21.4 
n.a. 25.3 
75.0 38.3 
n.a. 27.1 








ISRAEL 


SECURITY SERVICES SAID TORTURING DETAINEES 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 26 Mar 84 p 2 
[Article by David Richardson] 


[Texc ] 


? The League for Human and Civil 
Rights in Israel yesterday alleged 
that the Israel Defence Forces 
detention centre at Far’a in the 
West Bank is “a factory for ex- 
tracting confessions’ and that in- 
‘mates, most of them minors, are 
qubjected to torture, brutality and 
inhuman conditions to break them. 
- Senior military sources dismissed 
the league's allegations as “nothing 
new: They stressed that detainees 
have full access to the courts and 
lawyers to submit complaints about 
maltreatment, and that if they feel 
that an incorrect confession has 
been extracted due to torture, its 
admissability is discussed by the 
court. 

At a press conference in 
Jerusalem, three members of the 
league's executive committee 
cluimed that they have received 
evidence over the past few months 
from inmates indicating that torture 
is being used to extract confessions 
from detainees. 

Advocate Felicia Langer, deputy 
chairman of the Rakah-affiliated 
league, said that most of the 
detainees are minors being held in 
connection with stone-throwing and 
other offences against public order. 

She suid that she visited the camp 
four days ago and heard complaints 
about prolonged neriods of inter- 
rogation — “up to 10 days,” the 
systematic humiliation of detainees. 
Their cells are flooded with water 
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and their bedding damp so that they 
are constantly wet and cold, she 
reported. 


One of her clients, Ahmed Shaku 
of Nablus, was forced to sleep and 
eat in a toilet for several days, she 
said. Other detainees complained 
that they were kept hooded for days 
and were beaten and brutalized by 
their interrogators. 

League secretary Yosef Algazi 
said that Far’a is divided into two 
parts. One is a prison administered 
by the military police, and while 
conditions in this section are far 
from luxurious, there are no serious 
complaints about it. The league 
focussed on the second, closed part 
of the camp, which is an interroga- 
tion centre under the control of the 
General Security Services, he said. 
Neither the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross nor lawyers 
representing detainees are allowed 
into the interrogation centre. 

Dr. Israel Shahak, chairman of 
the league, bitterly attacked The 
Jerusalem Post for lacking the 
courage of Israel's Hebrew press in 
bringing reports of alleged torture 
to the notice of the public. 

Only two of the 25 detainees 
named by the league in its allega- 
tions have availed themselves of the 
opportunity to complain to the 
military courts or to their lawyers, 
‘and this is strange and puzzling,” 
senior military sources responded. 
Any allegation of maltreatment is 
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thoroughly investigated, and of- 
fenders are prosecuted and 
punished if found guilty. . 

But the sources denied that the 
IDF is in any way responsible for 
what happens inside the interroga- 
tion centre, which is operated by 
the security service. 

The GSS is responsible to the 
prime minister, but operates in the 
territories under the IDF’s OC 
Central Command and the terms of 
international law, since the area is 
under military occupation. 

The military sources went on to 
suy that every detainee is allowed to 
meet a Red Cross representative 
privately outside the interrogation 
centre on the 14th day of detention 
if interrogation has not been com- 
pleted. As far as these sources were 
aware, no complaints about torture 
or maltreatment have been cgn- 
veyed to the IDF through the 
ICRC. 


Interrogation centres exist in 
every prison in the territories, and it 


‘Is curious that the league had 


chosen to focus only on Far’a, 
where people are being held on 
suspicion of relatively minor of- 
fences, the sources said. Far'a, set 
up in 1982 specifically to hold peo- 
ple suspected of offences against 
public order, is an easy target for 
the league, they added, since most 
of the inmates are youths and it is 
easy to generate sympathy for them. 








NEW BROADCASTING COUNCIL NAMED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 26 Mar 84 p 3 


[Article by Judy Siegel] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The cabinet yesterday decided to 
recommend to the president the 
names of the persons to serve as 
members of the Broadcasting 
Authority plenum for the next three 
years, starting April 1. 

The plenum, a body with very lit- 
tle real power, meets on the average 
every six weeks. The outgoing 
plenum will hold its last meeting in 
Jerusalem today. 

The cabinet is scheduled to name 
Micha Yinon as new authority 
chairman at its next meeting. Until 
then, Yinon — a National Religious 
Party activist, director of the Israel 
Bar Association and current 
authority vice-chairman, will serve 
as acting chairman. 

The new director-general, ex- 
pected to be journalist and former 
Prime Minister's Office spokesman 
Uri Porat, has not yet been officially 
appointed, because he must be ap- 
proved by the new plenum. A senior 
official of Israel TV or Kol Yisrael 
radio will serve as acting director- 
general in the meantime. The new 
seven-member board of directors, 
which makes policy decisions on a 
week-to-week basis, will be named 
within a few days. 


The following are to become 
members of the plenum, subject to 
approval by the president. They are 
representatives of political parties, 
as well as writers, teachers, develop- 
ment town residents and public 
figures. 


They are: Moshe Edelstein, 
David Admon (due to be vice- 
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chairman of the authority), David 
Elharar, Shlomo Alon, Hagai 
Eshed, Prof. Moshe Bar-Asher, Zvi 
Bernstein, Natan Brun, Dina Ber- 
niker, Benny Gal, Kariel Gardosh 
(Dosh, the cartoonist), Prof. 
Aharon Dotan, Menahem Dotan, 
Shalom Danino, Prof. Shimon 
Sachs, Micha Yinon (authority 
chairman), Shalom Cohen, Ivriya 
Levine, David Mena, Yosef Nevo 
(former mayor of Herzliya), Dr. 
Hanayahu Noaf, Daniel Nahmani, 
Amiram Nir (former TV military 
correspondent, now a Labour Party 
activist), Shaul Amur, Moshe 
Amirav (former authority 
spokesman and now head of Traffic 
Safety Adninistration), Dr. Yisrael 


Peleg, Eliezer Ronen, Jamal Kas- 
sem, Yitzhak Katabi and Prof. 
Avner Shaki. 

The government also approved 
the authority's budget for the com- 
ing two months at [$1,316 million. 

Meanwhile, it was announced 
that Sara Frankel, who spent the 
last few years as the official in 
charge of Soviet Jewry contacts in 
the Israel Consulate in New York, 
has been chosen head of the radio 
news department at Kol Yisrael in 
Tel Aviv. Frankel, who served for 
years as political reporter in Tel 
Aviv for the radio, also covered 
Jewish affairs. She will be in charge 
of the broadcasts of radio newer- 
magazine programmes from Tel 
Aviv, and in charge of Tel Aviv 
radio reporters. 
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ISRAEL 


TOXIC WASTE DUMP STILL UNUSED 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 29 Mar 84 p 3 
[Article by Liora Moriel] 


[Text] Beersheba.--Toxic wastes are being dumped without control, while 
the national toxic waste disposal site at Ramat Hovav remains closed 
nearly two years after it was shut down by court order for insufficient 
supervision. 


Although the site, 12 kilometres south of here, was to have resumed opera- 
tion next Sunday, the southern district planning commission on Monday 
turned down plans for its reopening submitted to it by the government's 
Mivnei Ta'asia company last December. The company is responsible for the 
site. 


On Tuesday, the Knesset's Interior Committee met to discuss the problems 
of the site and was surprised to learn that nothing has happened since 
its previous meeting on the subject some months ago. At that time, the 
committee was promised that the site would reopen on April l. 


The committee has set the new opening date for June l. 


However, it is unlikely that the site will be ready by then, THE JERUSALEM 
POST learned yesterday. For one thing, many of the officials directly 
involved did not attend the committee meeting because they reportedly did 
not know of it. 


"The only way to get the site reopened quickly is for industry to apply 
pressure," Itamar Vilner, an adviser to the Environmental Protection 
Service, who did attend, told THE POST yesterday. 


A symposium on toxic wastes held recently at Hadassah Hospital's School of 
Public Health, was told by Uri Aloni, the Health Ministry's chief engineer 
and a member of the inter-departmental committee in charge of Ramat Hovav, 
that an unknown, but probably great amount of toxic waste is being dumped 
in a pirate fashion. 


"There are plants that dump their toxic wastes anywhere," he said. 
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KUWAIT 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DEFINES POSITION ON IRAQ-IRAN WAR 


Support for Iraq 


London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 51, 31 Mar 84 pp 12-13 


[Article by Husayn Salamah: "Since They Are the Closest to the Gulf War's 
Sparks, the National Assembly Gives Priority to Discussion of the Iraqi- 
Iranian War''] 


[Text] While Kuwait was the first country to sense the danger arising from 
the outbreak of the Iraqi-Iranian war, it was also the first to draw atten- 
tion to the dangers of the continuation of this destructive war which has 
turned into a permanent bleeding wound as far as the Iraqi and Iranian peo- 
ples go and a terrifying specter for the peoples of the whole Arab Gulf 
region. 


Although national and Islamic motives lay behind Kuwait's perception of the 
situation it has declared, as regards the extent of the danger the continua- 
tion of this war entails, most conspicuously the paving of the way for the 
major powers to intervene in the region when they find that the opportunity 
for such intervention is ripe, Kuwait is also the closest to the sparks of 
this war. 


While some people repeat an old Kuwaiti proverb which holds “The person who 
sits near the blacksmith must bear with his sparks,” there are people who 
say differently, and ask for protection from these sparks. Such protection 
will not come about unless there is rapid movement to put out the flame from 
which the sparks arise. Therefore, Kuwait's movement, from the time this war 
first broke out, has been toward the peaceful settlement of affairs between 
Iraq and Iran, by agreement on substituting the mind for cannons and air- 
planes. Kuwait's efforts came before the establishment of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council, when it acted officially in the Arab regional and internatio- 
nal context to guarantee maximum efforts toward pressure for peace in order 
to convince the two neighboring countries to turn to reasonable dialogue, 
now that the failure of military methods to solve any of the problems pen- 
ding between the two of them has been proved to everyone. 


After the establishment of the Cooperation Council, Kuwait then continued 
its efforts through the agencies of that council, which so far has realized 
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great progress in the context of its structure and whose achievements have 
started to become apparent through the attainment of some economic and mili- 
tary goals, in particular, then political ones. 


Kuwait's efforts have not just been confined to the official context; ra- 
ther, they have gone beyond it to the common level, since the Kuwaiti Natio- 
nal Assembly has addressed itself to the subject of this war more than once 
and has issued more than one balanced statement calling on Iran to respond 
to the mediation and efforts exerted, which have met with a constructive 
response on the part of Iraq that has been praised by various international 
circles. Kuwait's most recent movement on the common level occurred in the 
People's Assembly session on Tuesday, 20 March, when the assembly raised 
this issue for discussion and in the course of the session heard an exhaus- 
tive political statement from the depurty prime minister, minister of fo- 
reign affairs and minister of information, Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir. 


How was the issue of the continuation of the Iraqi-Iranian war presented for 
discussion in the assembly? 


In the first half of this month, a number of Kuwaiti deputies proposed a 
discussion of the Lebanese national resistance's heroic stand «gainst the 
Zionist enemy in southern Lebanon. This issue was not fated to win an assen- 
bly majority; the following day, some deputies commented on this proposal by 
saying “We in Kuwait are faced with extreme, terrifying dangers, and the 
destiny of the whole area now depends on the extent to which the Iraqi- 
Iranian war continues and develops. This war is more worthy of the assen- 
bly*s attention than other things." 


The notion of going back to a discussion of the Gulf war was then initiated. 


This issue started to progress in the office of the chairman of the National 
Assembly, on Monday the 12th of this month. The view of the assembly chair- 
man, Mr Muhammad Yusuf al-‘Adasani, was to present the assembly with a re- 
commendation directly to discuss the subject the next day, and contacts were 
made on the side with the government the same day in order to determine the 
official position on the principle of the discussion. The prevailing tenden- 
cy in the course of that was for the government to request that a secret 
session be held for this purpose, but after the return of Shaykh Sabah al- 
Ahmad from the emergency Arab League Council meeting held recently in Bagh- 
dad. 


National Assembly member Mr ‘Isa Majid al-Shahin was assigned to draw up the 
text of the recommendation, which was presented at ordinary session the fol- 
lowing day, that is, on Tuesday 13 of this month. The assembly agreed to the 
recommendation and set the date for the discussion at the session of Tuesday 
20 March. 


What happened before the date of the requested session? 


On Sunday and Monday 18-19 March the foreign affairs committee of the Natio- 
nal Assembly, under the chairmanship of Deputy Jasim Hamad al-Saqr, held two 
successive meetings with Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad in the presence of the 
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chairman of the National Assembly, Mr Muhammad al-‘Adasani. Shaykh Sabah 
informed the committee of the results of the meetings of the ministerial 
council of the League of Arab States. He also informed them of the results 
of the contacts he made in Baghdad and the other contacts which the Kuwaiti 
government has consistently been carrying out in the Gulf, Arab and interna- 
tional contexts. A review was made of the situation in full. Because of the 
delicacy of the Kuwaiti position regarding the subject of the war, consensus 
was reached that the council would hear a thorough political statement by 
Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad at the session. 


What did Shaykh Sabah tell the assembly? 


Shaykh Sabah's statement went beyond its role as a message to the National 
Assembly and became a clear, strong Kuwaiti position entailing a rebuke of 
sorts of the international community. Shaykh Sabah directed an invitation to 
the secretary general of the United Nations, Xavier Perez De Cuellar, to 
move, and move rapidly, urgently requesting him to give the issue of the 
Iraqi-Iranian war attention commensurate with the extreme dangers that have 
resulted from it. 


While he declared that Kuwait was waiting for a sign from Tehran to continue 
the efforts it had initiated, in which the state of the United Arab Emirates 
had participated, in accordance with a Cooperation Council decree, since 
Shaykh Sabah and the minister of state for foreign affairs in the state of 
the emirates, Mr Rashid ‘Abdallah, had visited Tehran and Baghdad for pur- 
poses of mediation, Shaykh Sabah stipulated that Iran should consider it of 
benefit to reach the desired goal in continuing these efforts, that is, en- 
ding the war. 


While Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad was declaring this readiness, he levelled blame 
at Arab fragmentation and rifts, stating that that should be considered one 
of the most conspicuous causes for the continuation of this war. He called 
on the Arabs to rise from the depths of side disputes to the heights of 
national responsibility by paving the way to form unified ranks and create 
genuine solidarity. He then warned of the dangers threatening the destiny of 
the Arab nation and said that it was in the hands of the Arabs alone that 
the solution lay. He added that when people's wills came together and inten- 
tions were truthful, there was no doubt that if the contents of the charter 
of the Arab League and the stipulations of the Joint Arab Defense Agreement 
and other Arab treaties and charters were given an opportunity for sincere, 
practical application, our Arab nation would, through them, prevail over the 
obstacles that have faced it in its haphazard course. 


After Shaykh Sabah had given the assembly a thorough statement of the va- 
rious efforts and forms of mediation that had been made, starting with the 
movement in the Gulf and proceeding through Islamic activity and the activi- 
ty of the nonaligned movement to the international efforts, and after he had 
referred to the message from the nation’s emir, Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad al- 
Sabah, to Indira Gandhi, in which he urged her to resume the movement's 
efforts, in her capacity as its chairman, Shaykh Sabah defined Kuwait's pre- 
sent position on this war in the following four points: 
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1. Kuwait, without the slightest reservations, is opposed to the continua- 
tion of this war, and it sees no reasonable, acceptable justification for 
it to continue. 


2. Kuwait realizes the utmost gravity of the possibility that foreign forces 
will interfere in the affairs of the region as a result of the continuation 
of this war. 


3. Kuwait is certain that the optimum resources exist for arriving at reaso- 
nable urgent solutions to all problems pending between Iraq and Iran, 
through negotiation in a manner which will be satisfactory to both parties. 


4. It is fair and correct for Kuwait to commend the constructive response 
that fraternal Iraq has shown to the various efforts at mediation which have 
been made so far to put a limit to this war, and Kuwait most truthfully and 
sincerely urges its neighbor the Islamic Republic of Iran to move toward 
peace and to respond to the sincere appeals for an end to this sad hemorrha- 
ging of resources which there is no doubt the Islamic and Arab worlds are 
now in the most extreme need for, in their confrontation with their real 
enemies. 


On the basis of these four points, the Kuwaiti National Assembly defined its 
position on the ongoing destructive war between the two neighbors of the 
state of Kuwait. The position of Kuwait, which these four points defined, is 
a continuation and outgrowth of the Kuwaiti position on the war since its 
inception. Moreover, the response to this position, and the sincere posi- 
tions of others who wish to see an end to this war, is in the hands of the 
Iranians, now that everyone has seen Iraq's constructive response to every 
appeal for a just, fair peace. 


Efforts to End War 


London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 52, 7 Apr 84 pp 18-19 


[Text] The Iraqi-Iranian war is Kuwait's prime concern, and everything else 
is of secondary importance, now that the dangers of the Gulf war have star- 
ted to indicate a threat to the security and stability of the region. Kuwait 
is the closest country in the region to the sparks of this fierce war which 
broke out 3 and a half years ago. Therefore, Kuwaiti officials carry the 
cares of this war with them everywhere, in their belief in the necessity of 
preserving the security of this vital region, which, if shaken, will threa- 
ten the destinies of other areas of the world, if not international security 
and stability. 


Therefore, Kuwait mobilized its efforts at the council of meetings of the 
League of Arab States which were held at the end of last month at league 
headquarters in Tunisia. Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, the deputy prime minister, 
minister of foreign affairs and minister of information, exerted great ef- 
forts at these meetings in order to get the Arabs to bring their positions 
above the level of preoccupation with side disputes among fraternal coun- 
tries. 


In sharpening his efforts in Tunisia, Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad first proceeded 
to complete the efforts that had been made in Baghdad at the emergency 
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meeting of Arab foreign ministers, through the directives of the emir of 
Kuwait, Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah, who was the first person to warn the 
world of the dangers of the Iraqi-Iranian war, as he was the first person to 
call, when it broke out, for its liquidation and recourse to Islamic dia- 
logue to resolve the disputes between the two neighbors of Iraq and Iran. 


There is no greater proof of the emir of Kuwait's concern to work to stop 
this war than the efforts he made with the five countries that are permanent 
members of the Security Council when he sent two emissaries last year with 
letters to the leaders of these countries, urging them to show greater at- 
tention and to offer more fruitful efforts to put a stop to the war and 
remove its dangers. 





The emir of Kuwait's latest effort in the international context was the mes- 
sage he sent the prime minister of India, Mrs Indira Gandhi, at the begin- 
ning of last month, urging resumption of efforts, in her capacity as chair- 
man of the movement of nonaligned countries, to continue the mediation be- 
tween Iraq and Iran and to focus on the process of convincing Iran to res- 
pond to the efforts that have been made, so that its people, in the first 
place, then the people in the area, may be spared tragedy, especially since 
Iraq has expressed a constructive response toward the efforts and mediation 
that have been made in the context of the effort to end the war. 


However, Kuwait is still waiting for fruitful, beneficial moves from Mrs 
Gandhi to support the efforts that have been made for a cease fire in the 
Gulf war, and Kuwait has not stinted in pressing its efforts with influen- 
tial forces in the international context to exert further political pressure 
to help persuade Iran to respond to the mediation process. Therefore Shaykh 
Sabah al-Ahmad presented the seven-man committee which the emergency confe- 
rence of foreign ministers in Baghdad formed with the draft of a plan, which 
the seven-man committee approved in its meeting on the sidelines of the Arab 
League council meeting in Tunis. This plan is based on the promotion of the 
Kuwaiti efforts that have previously been exerted with the major countries, 
so that they will become Arab efforts. 


Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad recently had a plan of activity in the European and 
American context, following the Arab League council meeting, which included 
Paris, London and New York. This activity, which took the form of special 
visits, was more like serious official activity. In Paris, Shaykh Sabah con- 
tinued to exhange views with his French counterpart, Claude Cheysson, fol- 
lowing the dialogue which was held recently through the exchange of letters 
between them, since an emissary from the French Foreign Ministry had visited 
Kuwait, bringing a letter to Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad from Claude Cheysson, and 
then brought a response to that. These efforts occurred at the same time as 
the receipt of a letter by the emir of Kuwait from the Algerian president, 
Chedli Bend jedid, concerning Algerian efforts that had been made with Iran, 
which has good relations with Algeria. 


Kuwaiti officials say that this letter contained early Algerian signs that 
the efforts had achieved substantial progress and Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad ex- 
pressed this optimism when he praised the Algerian efforts and expressed his 
hope that they would be crowned with success, upon leaving Kuwait for Tunisia 
at the end of last month. 
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However, while Kuwait is trying with all the resources and efforts at its 
disposal to deal with the situation in the Gulf, interconnected forces and 
interests in the Gulf show that the Gulf war has not arisen from a void, as 
is the case with respect to the war of Lebanon; this indicates that there 
are centers controlling the developments and conclusions of these events. In 
the face of this situation, the chairman of the Kuwaiti National Assembly, 
Mr Muhammad Yusuf al-‘Adasani, considers that there is a connection between 
the wars in the Gulf and Lebanon, and while he expresses his pessimism over 
the continuation of this explosive situation in the Gulf, al-‘Adasani calls 
on Arab countries to achieve a minimum of solidarity in facing their common 
destiny. In any event, this pessimism might be appropriate, because there 
does not seem to be any other possibility on the horizon besides the goal 
America is aiming for, which is a freeze on the situation that exists now in 
the Middle East, as regards the Gulf and the Palestinian and Lebanese is- 
sues. America will not be content in any manner at the present time to seek 
to resolve either of these problems before the American elections end next 
fall. 


America will seek to block an approach toward any solution before that date 
even if that means causing new conflicts to erupt in other areas that are 
slated to erupt. 


11887 
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LEBANON 


POSSIBLE RETURN OF SYRIAN DETERRENT FORCES EXAMINED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 372, 7 Apr 84 pp 18-19 
[Article by Ghassan Bayram: "Deterrent Forces Returning to Beirut Shortly"] 


[Text] Beirut--The departure of the last soldier of the multi-national force 
from Beirut has put the security problem atop all priorities. If it is impos- 
sible at present to entrust the army with the task of maintaining security, then 
will the conditions dictate the renewed assignment of the task of maintaining 
security in the Greater Beirut to the Syrian deterrent forces? 


Syria has drawn a red line in the face of any attempt seeking to obstruct the 
security procession begun by Lebanese President al-Jumayyil through the meetings 
held by the Higher Political Security Committee, which he chairs, in implemen- 
tation of what was agreed upon in Lausanne. With the start of the committee's 
activities, Damascus began to play a pressuring role vis-a-vis the various par- 
ties on the strength of the premise that the success of the security plan is a 
full Syrian responsibility because Damascus is exercising this responsibility 
with disregard to any Lebanese factional or local considerations as long as the 
objective is to stop fighting in Lebanon, to entrench the cease-fire and to 
embark on a phase of stable security from which to proceed to the phase of the 
political discussion of the internal Lebanese problems, especially since 
Syria's credibility insofar as commitment to dealing with the Lebanese problem 
and to putting a stop to the deterioration is put to the touchstone at the 
Lebanese, Arab and international levels in the wake of the failure of the U.S. 
role and the collapse of this role's credibility. 


While the Higher Security Committee was preparing to hold its third meeting at 
the end of last week, the Syrian capital addressed a clear warning to whomever 
tries to obstruct this security procession and, consequently, to foil the Syrian 
option in Lebanon--voicing this warning through the Syrian paper TISHRIN, 

which said in an editorial: "Israel and its allies are trying to outflank the 
Arab option for national reconciliation which enjoyed consensus in Lausanne. 
They also want to push the people toward despair so that they may flee and aban- 
don their country." The Syrian paper has said that the cease-fire must be es- 
tablished in Lebanon finally so that the authorities may devote their attention 
to the fundamental problems. Progress has been made on the right path in long 
strides and no deviation from this path is acceptable, especially since Lebanon's 
salvation has become accessible. Syria will not permit those who play with fire 
to continue their plots. Concluding, TISHRIN said: Syria's patience has its 
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limits and Syria will answer harshly if its warnings and advice are not heeded 
because continued deterioration in the Lebanese security situation poses a 
threat to the security of the entire Arab nation and Syria will not permit it- 
self to be indifferent or tolerant. 


These Syrian words--words which the various Lebanese loyal and opposition parties 
inside and outside the government know to be reflecting an official decision 
made by President Hafiz al-Asad--have come as a clear message addressed to whom- 
ever is concerned with the Lebanese security issue and to [certaii'] Lebanese 
parties. After these Syrian words, there is no room for any interpretation as 

to how far Damascus has decided to go in supporting the efforts of President 
al-Jumayyil's regime to implement the Lausanne summit resolutions, especially 
those resolutions pertaining to the security aspect, namely the resolution cal- 
ling for forming a higher security committee that works to end the fighting, 

to establish a cease-fire, to eliminate armed manifestations, to withdraw 

heavy weapons, to open the crossings between East and West Beirut and to revive 
the Greater Beirut plan under the canopy of a security unity in which the 
internal security forces play a major role in controlling the situation. Des- 
pite the faltering experienced by the initial steps of this security committee, 
the belief currently prevalent in the Lebanese capital sees that implementation 
of the Lausanne security resolutions is a foregone conclusion, whether sooner or 
later. In the wake of the French unit's withdrawal from Beirut, the Lebanese 
sides within the framework of the security committee hastened to respond to the 
resolution adopted for repiacing the French unit by internal security forces and 
using French officers to observe the cease-fire at the Museum crossing, the only 
crossing which continues to be open between the two sectors of the capital. The 
success ot this experiment has created optimism for a large-scale security relax- 
ation that abolishes the new tangential lines that have permeated the capital 
anew. 


But on the peripheries of the security comzittee's meetings at the Republican 
Palace, questions are currently raised regarding the legitimate security forces 
which will undertake to establish order in Greater Beirut, to withdraw the 
heavy weapons and [remove] the armed elements and to eliminate all the armed 
manifestations, especially since one of the Lausanne conference resolutions 
calls for limiting the army and returning it to the barracks temporarily and 
for entrusting the internal security forces with the task of maintaining secur- 
ity. It is well known currently that the partisan and sectarian militias are 
the forces present on the ground in East and West Beirut and that they take 
care of what may be called self-security in each of the two areas. According 
to the visualization projected within the security plan whose broad lines have 
been agreed upon by Damascus and Beirut, the continued presence of these armed 
organizations and militias in their current form is rejected and cannot be 
accepted because this presence cannot be considered a solution, not even a 
temporary solution, to the security problem in Greater Beirut at least. 
Ultimately, it is inevitable that a legitimate security force undertake this 
role in order that it may gain full credibility. While waiting for the decision 
that returns the army to its barracks in preparation for reorganizing and re- 
structuring this army on new bases, the internal security forces remain the only 
side supposed to be relied upon. But in their present condition, the security 
forces cannot fully undertake this role. They need to be developed in & manner 
that increases the number of their elements to 30,000 or more elements equipped 
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with the latest weapons and vehicles. Regardless of what is being said current- 
ly about recalling some reserves to the internal security forces or about 
attaching a number of military service conscripts to these forces, it is 
impossible to enable the security forces' agencies to perform this major 
security role before 1 or 2 years at least. This is why many people wonder 

about the legitimate security instrument which will be ultimately entrusted 
with this major security role now that the army has been neutralized and that 
the security forces are not fully capable of performing this security role. 


The two options of which some political and official circles speak and to which, 
these circles say, President al-Jumayyil and his new government, which is 
supposed to be formed at a later phase, have no alternative are: 


1. Ask for the assistance of international forces to be deployed in the various 
parts of Greater Beirut to take charge of maintaining security and to control 
the situation in these parts, giving these international forces deterrent powers 
that enable them to establish full control and to confront any attempt seeking 
to provoke chaos and sedition and to re-explode the conditions in the Lebanese 
arena. 


2. Revive the role of the Syrian Arab deterrent forces in Lebanon to employ the 
help of these forces to establish strict and complete security in Greater Beirut. 


To which of the two options will Lebanon resort in the coming phase and which 
of the two options will be accessible to the State of Lebanon with the necessary 
speed and with the desired conditions? 


Some Lebanese circles expect that the help of the Syrian deterrent forces will 
be ultimately sought, without this meaning that the state will not try to resort 
to the international option and to make large-scale attempts in the internation- 
al lobbies to probe and find out the possibility of having the Security Council 
issue a resolution to send U.N. forces to Beirut. Some of the reasons that make 
these Lebanese circles believe that the Syrian option is the more accessible, 
the easier and most likely are: 


The numerous difficulties facing the dispatch of U.N. forces, including the 

need for agreement between Washington and Moscow in approving this provisional 
security solution for the security problem in Lebanon, particularly in Beirut, 
and, consequently, the need for a Lebanese agreement that makes all the con- 
flicting internal parties unite in demanding the internationalization of security 
in Greater Beirut after obtaining a Syrian agreement approving this solution 

and helping the legitimate authority to persuade its Lebanese allies and 

friends of this [solution]. 


The latest experience with the Security Council was not encouraging when the 
Soviet veto foiled the French draft resolution to send a U.N. peace-keeping 
force just to separate the Lebanese combatants and establish a cease-fire. 


Some informed sources say that the issue is currently the subject of high-level 
consultations. However, no decision has yet been made in this regard, even 
though unconfirmed information says that Beirut has brought up this issue with 
Damascus but has not gotten a final answer. This information, reiterated in 
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some circles, adds that any Lebanese decision to bring in Syrian deterrent 
forces will give these forces a new role different in nature from the role 

they carried out when they entered Lebanon for the first time in the middle of 
1976--different in terms of both direction and deployment. Syria may refuse, 
before Beirut does so, to have the Syrian forces perform the role of a policeman 
in the Lebanese capital. Certain positions may be assigned to these forces in 
the capital, with these positions acting as centers for assembling the deterrent 
forces to support the internal security forces in any security mission. What 
makes more than one political and official circle express reservations on this 
information is that it will not be easy for President al-Jumayyil to make any 
political decision on again seeking the help of the Syrian deterrent forces for 
security in Beirut, first, before forming a new cabinet in which the various 
sides are represented and, second, before getting the approval of certain 
Lebanese sides that oppose this principle, such as the Lebanese Forces, the 
Phalange Party and the National Liberal Party. But all this is subject to dis- 
cussion under brittle Lebanese security, political, economic and social condi- 
tions that require major and rapid solutions. 


The economic and financial situation, according to the experts and as the common 
people know, can withstand no more. There are financial and economic establish- 
ments facing the danger of collapse, bankruptcy and closure. Job opportunities 
that are becoming fewer and fewer day after day pose the threat of a major 
social catastrophe, not to mention the complications being created by the prob- 
lem of displacement and of evacuees which is intensifying dreadfully and posing 
the threat of an explosion that might be more serious and far-reaching than the 
security explosions that have occurred and continue to occur on the axis and 
contact lines. 


Despite the continued efforts of President al-Jumayyil, aided by the Higher 
Political Security Committee, to implement the cease-fire and to freeze the 
security situation, the chapters of this security plan have not been completed 
yet and the plan will not achieve its end if it is not coupled with efforts 

to implement the plan's initial measure through quick political contacts and 

to achieve a decisive Lebanese agreement on a decision regarding the legitimate 
security force that must undertake the task of maintaining security in Lebanon 
and must possess the elements of the ability to make the decision on collecting 
weapons, or at least withdrawing the heavy weapons, and removing the shadow 

of the armed elements and organizations on the ground. 


8494 
CSO: 4404/422 
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MUJAHIDIN REPORTEDLY CAPTURE STRATEGIC AREA, TAKE 50 HOSTAGES 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 7 Apr 84 p l 


[Text ] 


cso: 


4600/508 


(Dispatches) — 


lem Afghans who took dozens 


of hostages in a two week siege 


according to resistance sources 


run last week following a guer- 
illa offensive mounted in mid- 
March. 


ghis provinces as well as cen- 
‘tral Afghanistan’s Hazarajat 
Region, one of the strife-torn 
country’s major resistance lairs. 
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Located 100 miles (160 
kilometers) east of Herat city, 
capital of the province of the 
same mame, it straddles the 
main highway used for west- 
ward 


According to Aziz, Irani- 
an of the Jamiat-e- 
Islami (Islamic Party) and a re- 


liable source of information in 


minimal bloodshed. He refused 
to divulge Moslems losses but 
said casualties inflicted on Af- 
— government security 
Orces numbered 15 at most. 
Meanwhile, Soviet-backed 
Afghan government forces yes- 
terday said they had 
more than 100 Afghan Mos- 
lems in four provinces of Afgh- 
anistan, capturing a large cache 
of weapons. 


A report on Kabul radio 
monitored in New Delhi, said 
most of the Moslems were 
“killed” in clashes in_ the 
northeastern province of Ba- 
daknshan, where government 
forces seized an anti-aircraft 
gun, 199 anti-tank and anti- 
personnel mines, a machine 
gun and large amounts of 
ammunition. 





AFGHANISTAN 


BANGLADESH 


TEXT OF ERSHAD'S NATIONAL DAY SPEECH 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 26 Mar 84 pp 33, 9 


[Text] Following is the English rendering of the President and Chief Mar- 
tial Law Administrator, Lt. Gen. H. M. Ershad's address to the nation over 
Radio and Television on Sunday evening on the eve of Independence and Na- 
tional Day, reports BSS. 


Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim, Dear countrymen, Assalamu Alaikum, 


On the eve of the Independence and National Day, accept good wishes and con- 
gratulations on my own behalf and on behalf of the Government. On this great 
day, I remember with deep respect those known and unknown immortal martyrs whose 
supreme sacrifices have brought us our dear independence and sovereignty. 

I am praying for the peace of the departed souls of those brave sons of the 

soil and sharing the grief and sorrows of their families. 


Thirteen years have passed since the achievement of independence. The na- 
tion has gone through many ups and downs. The present Government has taken 
over the responsibility of running the country two years ago. The steps taken 
by the Government in this short span of time for overall development of the 
country, have wide ambit in one hand and have considerably deep positive in- 
fluence on the other. They are supported by logic, past experience, require- 
ments of an independent country and mental make up of the people. As a result 
of these steps in the economic political and other fields, some individual or 
petty interests may be affected but it has not only protected the national 
interest but also kept them high. 


If judged neutrally, it will be found that as a result various steps under- 
taken by the present government, the path for improving the condition in major 
fields has been made easier and this has generated hopes and confidence among 
the people. 


It will take a long time if I give detailed description of progress in differ- 
ent sectors. I have instructed different ministries and divisions to inform 
the people about the progress made in various fields through different media 
separately so that you can get a correct impression about these things. 





A new momentum hac been fathered in economic field as result of adoption of 
realistic and effective policy. Before the taking over of responsibility by 
the present government, the growth rate of the national economy in 1981-82 
was 0.9 per cent. It was increased to 3.7 per cent during the last financial 
year and it is hoped that it will be 5.3 per cent during the current year. 
During the current year, prices of commodities could be contained as a result 
of formulation of production oriented budget and maintenance of discipline 

in the currency policy. The average percentage of inflation during July- 
January period of 1983 was 10.01. It became 9.27 during the same period of 
the current year. 


The export earning of the country during the first seven months of the last 
financial year was Taka 898 crore and 25 lakh. The export earning during the 
last seven month of the current financial year i. e. upto January this year 
stood at Taka 1057 crore 85 lakh. It is a significant contribution to the 
country's economic development. 


As a result of various steps taken up by the government during the current 
year, the foreign exchange reserve has increased to Taka 1287 crore on 
March 2, 1984 from Taka 604 crore on March 31, 1983. The Bangladeshi wage 
earners have sent foreign exchange worth Taka 1586 crore 76 lakh under wage 
earners scheme in the year 1983. The amount of foreign exchange earned by 


the country under the same scheme in 1982 was worth Taka 1176 crore and 84 
lakh. 


The bank deposits have increased to Taka 5974 crore 76 lakh in February 1984 
from that of Taka 4269 crore 47 lakh in March 1983. The credits provided by 
banks have increased to Taka 5825 crore 54 lakh from Taka 4940 crore 26 lakh 
during the same period of time. For the first time the volume of agriculture 
credit reached a record amount of Taka 731 crore 32 lakh, between March, 1983 
and February, 1984. 


Agri Sector 


The growth rate in agriculture sector has increased to 5.5 per cent in 1983- 
84 from that of 4.7 per cent in the year 1982-83. The production of food- 
grains has been raised to one crore 59 lakh tons with the increase in the 
production by 10 lakh tons during the past one year. 


The present food situation is satisfactory. The food deficit during the cur- 
rent year has been reduced by three lakh tons from that of the previous year 
and stood at ten lakh tons. The food stock at the moment is about seven 

lakh tons while it was six lakh thirty thousand tons on June 30, 1983. In 
view of the adpption of a realistic procurement policy, about one lakh 40 
thousand tons of foodgrain could be procured internally so far. The quantum 
of procurement through import of foodgrains from abroad from July upto March 
one stands at 12 lakh 29 thousand tons and commitment for another eight lakh 
tons have been assured. The government has distributed 12 lakh 40 thousand 
tons of foodgrains till the last month for supplying food at a reduced price 
to the villagers with poor and limited income. Sixty five per cent of the 
total distributed foodgrains has been given to the poor and common people all 
over the country directly and indirectly. 
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Industrial Sector 


The growth rate in the industrial sector during the current year would be 5.7 
per cent due to increase in production of jute goods, textiles, fertilisers, 
steel and cement compared to last year, when the growth rate was 0.3 per cent. 


Due to reorganisation of Government and semi-Government organisations and cor- 
porations their top-heavy administrative structure has ended. The complica- 
tions and wastage arising out of the fact that several organisations were 
engaged in same kind of work has also been done away with and steps have been 
taken to reduce unnecessary expenditure. As a result, the number of govern- 
ment departments has been reduced apart from reduction in the number of minis- 
tries and divisions. The number of different departments has been reduced 
from 255 to 178. There had been 155 statutory corporations of the Government, 
13 of them have been abolished and 30 have been merged into 12. Now their 
number stood at 124. 


As a result of this step, coordination of work between different corporations 
and organisations have been achieved and efficiency of each of them has in- 
creased on the one hand and on the other surplus fund and manpower could be 
employed for necessary development work in various national fields. 


A responsibile Government in any country usually has to proceed following a 
programme of action. It is particularly applicable in our case because of our 
backwardness compared to other countries and because a lot of our time and 
resources had been wasted in the past as a result of lack of economic objec- 
tives and political stability. The present Government has bee. trying to 
fulfil its pledge to the nation through untiring efforts and hard work through 
proper planning and programme of action. The Government has continued all 

its efforts towards reaching the ultimate objectives of establishing an ef- 
fective, permanent and real democracy on the one hand and accelerating the 
pace of development on the other. 


The Government's firm committment has been reflected in all its steps ranging 
from changing the administrative system of the colonial days, the decentrali- 
sation of administration and judiciary, land reforms to the dynamic and realis- 
tic policies in the field of agriculture and industry as well as the drug 
policy. The commitment is to pave the way for establishing an exploitation- 
free democratic, self-reliant, happy, prosperous and respectable new Bangla- 
desh. 


‘ie, . 


Elections 


Election schedules for the presidential and parliamentary as well as the local 
bodies polls had been announced after creating 42 new districts and 460 upa- 
zilas as part of the long cherished administrative reforms and decentralisa- 
tion programme to pave the way for democratic transition and ensuring people 
a participation in the policital and socio-economic activities from the lower 
level. Meanwhile, the elections for the union councils and paurashavas have 
been conducted amidst much interest and enthusiasm of the people. 
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The Government which is respectful to democracy, national unity and under- 
standing had invited with an open mind all the political parties for a dia- 
logue on different national issues including presidential and parliamentary 
elections and even for a discussion on demands of the political parties. 
After month-long dialogue I announced the date for presidential and parlia- 
mentary elections to be held simultaneously on May 27 through my address to 
the nation last February 29. 


Dialogue with Leaders 


At the same time I have also said that I would welcome any leader party or al- 
liance if they want to discuss this decision of ours. But in the later stage 
it was noticed that a good number of political parties raised a demand that 
the Jatiya Sangsad election must take place before the upazila polls. It may 
be mentioned here that although invitations were extended to these parties 
from the Government to join the dialogue, neither did they participate in 

it nor they formally placed their demands to the Government. After some days 
it was further marked that for whatever reason their attitude of opposition 

to upazila polls became acute and gradually turned into a phase of confronta- 
tion. The Government postponed theuupazila polls till the holding of the 
President and the Jatiya Sangsad elections to avoid the path of confrontation 
to pave the way of national unity, dialogue and understanding and to maintain 
a peaceful atmosphere for the final target of restoration of democracy and 
with the hope of getting full cooperation from all irrespective of party affili- 
ation or opinion and on the basis of assurances given by different political 
parties. 


At the same time, it is hoped that the political parties of the country would 
participate in a dialogue with the Government on the overall future democra- 
tisation process including the President and Sangsad elections. 


When the Government itself has taken initiative and was going ahead to es- 
tablish democracy peacefully handover power to the elected representatives 
and withdraw of Martial Law, what is the justification of launching movement 
or of anti-production activities? What is needed now is the cooperation and 
united efforts. 


I have said Again and Again and it is my firm conviction that a peaceful at- 
mosphere is the pre-condition for transition to democracy. Upholding this 
conviction the present Government is showing patience, tolerance and sin- 
cerity. I hope that the political parties would realise that maintaining 
peace and discipline is the sacred responsibility of the Government. To carry 
out this responsibility and to pave the way of a fair political atmosphere 

and politics particularly after the reintroduction of open politics, the Gov- 
ernment seeks cooperation from all quarters including all political parties. 
it is hoped that the political parties would extend goodwill and cooperation 
to the same extent as the Government is showing. 


If the development and service to the nation are the objectives of all of us 


then there must be no room for confrontation or politics of destruction in 
the society. It is not unnatural to have difference of opinion. It is 
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imperative to have scope for expressing opinion. But the attitude should be 
constructive. I still firmly believe that solution of any political problem 
is possible if there is a sense of goodwill and understanding. 


Constitutional Problems 


But it should be borne in mind that those who demand immediate or quick solu- 
tions to the existing constitutional problems, themselves would not be able 
perform those within the time limit. In the light of this reality, if we want 
to attain our objectives in the political and economic fields, we must make 
continued and consistent efforts in these regards. 


Foreign Policy 


I now want to tell you something about our significant contributions in for- 
eign policy and external relations. Today Bangladesh is recognised as a pro- 
gressive and peaceful nation who is capable to make constructive contribution 
in world affairs. During the last two years, a large number of erroenous 
impressions about us in foreign country have been quashed and the sphere of 
our friendship have been broadened. 


Although the process to attain this objective was very difficult, but the 
result was a success. In 4 comparatively short time, Bangladesh has made its 
mark in various spheres of activities in the world. 


The world has appreciated the successful holding and conducting of the 14th 
Islamic foreign ministers conference in our country in last December. 


Our contribution in the implementation of the idea of the South Asian Regional 
Cooperation (SARC) has opened new vista in international relations. 


Our Role 


During the period between October 1982 and October 1983 our dynamic role as 
the Chairman of Group-77 was widely acclaimed world over. Similarly, our con- 
tribution towards disarmament and international peace, Non-Alignment and the 
programmes of the Islamic world, and in the field of Commonwealth has earned 
international recognition. In order to promote international and regional 
understanding and cordiality I personally attended a number of conferences. 
Among these are: second special session of the United Nations relating to 
disarmament, third regional conference of Commonwealth heads of state and 
Government, seventh Non-Aligned Summit conference, UNCTAD-6 in Belgrade, Com- 
monwealth heads of state and Government conference in New Delhi last year, and 
fourth Islamic summit conference in Casablanca during the early part of the 
current year. 


In view of deterioration in the situation relating to fratricidal war between 
brotherly Iran and Iraq I sent messages recently to various heads of state and 
Government of Muslim countries about this painful conflict. We are continu- 
ing our efforts along with other members of the OIC peace committee to help 
both the sides to reach an honourable and just solution to this crisis. 
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In the field of bilateral relation we are continuing our efforts to improve 
ties with neighbouring and other friendly countries. With a view to further 
consolidating our relation I had visited India, Nepal, Maldives, Burma, China, 
Yugoslavia, United States, Kuwait, Jordan, Morocco, France and Saudi Arabia 
and with the blessings of Allah our efforts have succeeded. 


As a recognition of our new role in the world affairs the heads of states and 
governments from the friendly countries of Malaysia, Thailand, United Kingdon, 
Nepal, Yugoslavia, Turkey, Zambia, Canada, Maldives and Bhutan visited Bangla- 
desh, during the last two years. 


We shall continue our ceaseless efforts with a view to uphold the image of 
Bangladesh in the outside world more effectively and we will be able to con- 
tribute in world peace and prosperity along with our development through the 
friendship and cooperation of the world society. 


Lastly, I appeal to all people of the country irrespective of party opinion 
and men and women, to help in continuing the journey towards overall advance- 
ment through dispassionate cooperation and understanding. Let us forget 
personal or narrow interests, and make the independence beautiful, great and 
successful, which was achieved at the cost of valuable lives and the greatest 
sacrifice. Let the world know that the people of Bangladesh can create ano- 
ther history for building a happy and prosperous new Bangladesh on the basis 
of a sound foundation and keeping firm faith in Allah. 


Let the merciful Allah give us of all the capabilities to reach that desired 
goal. 


Khoda Hafez 
Bangladesh Zindabad 


CSO: 4600/1743 
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WAR, ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS, POLITICAL SITUATION SURVEYED 


Penang THE STAR in English 29 Mar 84 p 18 


[Article by Phil Davison] 


[Text } 





TEHERAN — Iran's war. 
with Iraq pervades every- 


day life here, bringing 


of ev 
except volunteers for 


The war, three and a 
half years old this mon 
has probably claime 
600. Iranians killed, 
wounded or captured, ac- 


fathers, the psychological 
and economic effects of 


villages throughout the 
country who form the 
backbone of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini's . 
port, already make 
greatest sacrifices in 
terms of economic hard- 

ip and loss of relatives 
at the front. 

But, faithful to Khomei- 
ni’s calls, they appear 
more determined than 
ever to continue such sa- 
crifices to ensure a “vic- 
tory for Islam” over what 
reg ones ider the infidel 

oreign diplomats in 
Teheran give credence 2 


more men, mostly from 
devout Muslim families, 
are “pp ing to the “ba- 


one million nationwide — 
and that many are turned 
away. ~ 


Such determination 

not run the 

better-off areas of ca- 

tal, where the austerity 

it on by, the war, on 

top of the Islamic restric- 

tions imposed after the 

1979 revolution, has cast a 
cloud of depression. 

War rationing and 
shortages are theoretical- 
1 to all. But a 

ishing black market 
— known euphemistically 
as the free market — en- 


not go hungry 
able to lay hands on ever- 
strictly 0 
their beloved caviar, albe- 
it st a price. ; 
Bas‘c foodstuffs are ra- 
tioned, including meat, 
eggs, milk, margarine, 


only 
of meat a month with cou- 
pons issued by local mos- 
ques. People with coupons 
often queue for two or 
three hours outside butch- 
ers and sometimes leave 
empty-handed if the meat 


runs out. 

The official price of 
veal is 430 riy s a kilo 
($5.06 a ) and mut- 
ton 250 rivals a kilo ($2.99 
a pound). On the free mar- 
ket, veal costs 1,600 riyals 
a kilo ($20.8 a ) and 
mutton 1,100 riyals a kilo 
($13.11 a pound). 

Rice is supposed to cost 
around 200 riyals a kilo 


$2.30 a pound) but 
ed at 700 ri als a kilo 


$8.97 a ) on the 
ree market. 
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Cigarettes are listed at 
150 riyals ($3.91) a pack 
of 20 but fetch 450 riyals 
($11.80) for 20 on the 
street. 

Medicines, needed for 
the war wounded, are dan- 
gerously scarce. So are 
tea and coffee. The giant 
“Persian Gulf shrimps,” 


ce pa cum ond 
eheranis 


Alcohol, ___ strictly 

, still filters into 

the country. Those with a 

taste for it, but who be- 

eure prices of up to se- 

hundred do. for 

a bottle of whisky, make 
their own. 

Some are said to tram- 
ple grapes in their bath- 
tubs to make wine while 
one doctor, pressed for 
time, sticks them in his 
electric juicemaker. 

The war is everywhere: 
On the front pages, in the 
long television battle 
scenes (often old ones), in 

at the mosques, 
in the neglected roads, the 


queues outside the. 


butcher, the unfinished 
office blocks, the dilapi- 


Most of all, it is in Tehe- 
ran's sprawling Behesht- 
e-Zahra cemetery, where 

ce is running out for 

“martyrs” of the war 
alongside those of the re- 
volution. 


At Behesht-e-Zahra last 


week, officials had to 
make a loudspeaker an- 
nouncement to stop black- 
veiled women from plung- 
ing their hands into the 
blood-red water spurting 
from the “martyrs’ foun- 
tain.” 


4600/513 


To the women, the che- 
mically dyed water sym- 
bo! what it was sup- 

to — the blood of 
sons or h ; 

Many educated Teder- 
anis report that the “polit- 
ical situation” has im- 


not completely veiled and 
less pressure generally 
from the strict Muslim 
“Hezbollahi” (members 
of the Party of God), the 
usually hardline 
followers of Khomeini. 
Some believe this slight 
breeze of liberalisation is 


ore next month's parlia- 
mentary elections and 
that the April 15 poll 
yy be = followed 
a new tightening-up in 

the likely event that the 
cl continues to domi- 
nate Parliament. 
Small-scale crime has 
risen recently, according 
to Teheran residents, par- 
ticularly the theft of mo- 
tor cars. Many people 
chain their steerin 
wheels when they oark 
for only a few minutes. 


Khomeini still stares 
down from every other 
wall, often flanked on of- 
ficial buildings by a 
smaller portrait of kee 
tollah Montazeri, the man 
most likely to succeed 
him if any individual 
does 


Also prevalent are Kho- 
meini’s sayings, such as 
the one on the wall of an 
office in Teheran’s Minis- 
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ers are plunged up to the 
elbow in the bi of our 
youth ... We shall export 
our revolution to the 
whole world because our 
revolution is an Islamic 
one. 

“Until the cry of ‘there 
is no God but God’ re 
sounds over the whole 


,” the poster quotes 

as saying. 

With most Iran's oil 
money going to the war 
effort, Teheran itself 
looks the worse for wear. 
—_ yw pa are . 

repair paintwor 
is flaking. 

The city’s former top 
hotels, bereft of their 
links with the interna- 
tional chains, now have a 
seedy air with cuisine 


us judgeable on a 
— a. “Scie to inedi- 
e 


Islamic dress is manda- 
tory for all women, for- 
igners included. Most lo- 
cals wear the 


carves. 

For men, the revolution- 
ary look is stil] the norm. 
Most — or — 
green combat jackets 
most favour thick beards, 
Castro-like but emanating 
rather from Shia Muslim 

F my dipl 

orei iplomats joke 

wryly that the cost 7 
zor blades — up to US$13 
($29.90) for five — has at 
least something to do with 
the preference here for 
stubble. — Reuter. 





PAKISTAN 


U.S. CONGRESS HIT FOR INTERFERING IN NUCLEAR, ELECTION ISSUES 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 1 Apr 84 p 3 
[Editorial: "Conditions Imposed by Foreign Relations Committee"] 


[Text] Tne Foreign Relations Committee of the U.S. Senate has decided to 
impose some restrictions on the $660 million economic and military aid to be 
given to Pakistan in 1985. They have asked the U.S. president to get 
assurances from Pakistan on the following: Pakistan is not prepared to make 

an atom bomb, it has not procured atomic weapons and it is not trying to 
produce an atomic bomb. Another proposal demands that Pakistan hold 
democratic elections, restore civil rights and assure that candidates belonging 
to any political party be allowed to run in these elections. 


The U.S. Congress has passed these amendments unanimously and has forwarded 
them to the Senate. We are not sure what action the Senate will take on it. 
According to some sources, the U.S. Government is already taking steps to make 
these amendments ineffective. It is hoped that the Senate will ignore these 
amendments when it hears President Reagan's side of the story. Informed 
observers, however, are puzzled at the fact that these amendments were 
passed by the Foreign Relations Committee, which is made up mostly of 
Republicans. It was also learned that the Republican members bully supported 
these amendments. There is no doubt about President Reagan's desire to help 
Pakistan, especially after the new agreement between the two countries. It 
was also learned that both these amendments were pushed through quietly at 
the last minute, and representatives from the government were not given an 
opportunity to explain their point of view. Still, we are concerned about 
why the American Government did not try to stop these amendments after 
expressing their support for Pakistan. However, it is hoped that when 
these amendments are presented to President Reagan, he will veto then, 
exercising the right given to him under the U.S. Constitution. 


These amendments questioning Pakistan's capabilities in atomic energy are out 
of place, since Pakistan has repeatedly affirmed that its nuclear program is 
devoted to peaceful uses and there are no plans to make an atomic bomb. 
Pakistan did not sign the pact limiting the spread cf atomic weapons because 
several other countries had refused to sign it. It has even invited several 
countries to examine its nuclear capabilities and see for themselves if it is 
trying to prepare for a nuclear war. The restrictions imposed by this 
committee can be used to stop aid to Pakistan, since it is not easy to 
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discriminate whether nuclear technology is being developed for peaceful 
purposes or for warfare. They can easily see any Pakistani nuclear program 
as being devoted to warfare. We feel that these amendments are being used 
to put pressure on Pakistan by some biased elements. 


As for democratic elections and civil rights, these are Pakistan's internal 
affair. No government has any right to interfere in our internal affairs. 
President Ziaul Haq's government has already announced its intention to hold 
elections and has even given a time limit for them. President Zia has 
stressed repeatedly that he will abide by this deadline. The American 
Government has declared that its aid is without restrictions. In light of 
these facts, restrictions imposed by an important American body undermines 
Pakistan. The Pakistani people are struggling to achieve a democratic 
government and they do not need any advice or direction on this issue. Under 
these circumstances, we do not consider the restrictions imposed by the 
Foreign Relations Committee to be valid. The demand for restrictions on our 
nuclear program is totally unacceptable. We expect that the Pakistani 
Government will maintain a firm stand on this issue and not bend to any kind 
of pressure. 
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PAKISTAN 


OFFICIAL CLAIMS OF FALLING PRICES FAIL TO IMPRESS PUBLIC 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 10 Mar 84 p 3 


[Excerpt] Facts and figures that the government releases from time to time 
concerning the growth of the money supply and the rise and fall in prices 

are based on available data. These are prepared according to established 
official formulas and techniques and no deliberate attempt is made to 

falsify statistics in such a way as to give the public a false picture. 

At the same time, it is the opinion of experts that the methods and techniques 
used to take into account the fall in value of the rupee and the rise in 
prices are such that they do not fully and accurately reflect reality. Indeed, 
they have the effect of hiding the grim realities. That is why, a few months 
ago, the Lahor Chamber of Commerce challenged the accuracy of official figures 
about the expansion of the money supply. The chamber took the stand that the 
actual rate of growth in currency was far above official claims. This made 
the official spokesmen angry, and one highly responsible official went so 

far as to say that extraordinary increases in the money supply are being 
suggested by those who have no idea of how to measure and compute such 
increases. In spite of this official scorn, representatives of the Chamber 

of Commerce stuck to their guns and refused to acknowledge the validity of 

the official claims. 


There has always been a gulf between the official increases in the prices of 
daily necessities and the experience and impressions of the masses. The 
government claims that prices are falling. In support of this it has the 
necessary data from government departments on the basis of which these claims 
are made. On the other hand, people from the middle and lower middle classes 
find that the prices of goods are going up higher and higher all the time 
and, with the exception of a seasonal drop in the prices of vegetables 
depending on local conditions and availability, prices never fall. On the 
slightest excuse, traders and industrialists (the government itself is an 
industrialist) raise the prices of their products. Only a few months ago, 
when a misleading report about the inadequacy of the cotton crop appeared in 
the press, prices of all kinds of goods even remotely connected with cotton 
were raised. The prices of textiles, hosiery and countless other items were 
up. Even if damage to crop of cotton were to affect prices, this was still 
some time off. But those in whose interest it is to increase prices lost no 
time in raising prices. Later, when reality intervened, some of the increases 
were no doubt reversed, but a part of the unwarranted increases did remain. 


60 








We certainly do not want to cast doubts on the truthfulness of official facts 
and figures, but it is also a fact that the common man's experience and 
impressions seldom agree with official reports. Under these circumstances, 
the common man finds it impossible to share the feeling of satisfaction 
expressed by the cabinet's Economic Coordination Committee. We believe it 

is essential to carefully review prices and the increase in prices of articles 
of daily consumption, those goods that the government has declared critical 
and also all other manufactured goods. Some effective and foolproof method 
be evolved under which it would no longer be possible to raise prices, which 
in effect amounts to raising the misery index of the masses, at someone's 

own sweet pleasure. Both the private and public sectors should be covered 
under it. To secure social justice and to provide articles of basic 
necessity to all people is a tremendous task, but effective administrative 
measures may suffice to maintain prices and profits at a reasonable level. 
The Economic Coordination Committee should devote special attention to the 
subject. 
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PAKISTAN 


ELECTION FEVER GRIPS COUNTRY FOLLOWING ZIA'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 1 Mar 84 p 2 


[Excerpt] General Zia announced in the Federal Council on 12 August that 

he will hold general elections before 23 March 1985. This has opened the 
floodgates of speculation. The government is firm in its commitment to hold 
elections by 23 March even though it is still to be decided whether the 
elections will be held on a party basis or not and whether they will be in 
accordance with Islamic principles or not. It is still to be decided whether 
the elections will be held on the basis of the 1973 constitution or not, 
whether political parties will be revived or not and whether political parties 
will be permitted to take part in elections or not. But speculation continues, 
and it will continue till elections are held or until all speculation is 
categorically ended. 


Even before General Zia's announcement, many politicians went abroad because 
of illness and after treatment returned home. After the announcement, too, 
many politicians fell ill. Some went abroad for treatment but others chose 
to get treated in Pakistan itself. Among those who took treatment in the 
country are the leaders of the banned Jamiatul Ulema-e Pakistan, Maulana 

Shah Ahmad Noorani, and the banned Jamaat-e Islami, deputy Amir Prof Ghafoor 
Ahmad. After his illness Ghafoor Ahmad made the interesting remark that 
conditions have made everyone sick. Until he fell ill he perhaps thought the 
entire nation was healthy, but after his illness he made the discovery that 
the entire nation was ill. Well, better late than never. 


General Zia has not disclosed either the date or the month for elections. 

He has not clarified whether elections for national and provincial assemblies 
will be held separately or simultaneously. He has not decided whether 
national assembly elections will precede provincial elections or vice versa. 
What General Zia has said amounts to only two points--that the election date 
will be fixed 3 months before polling and that election campaigning will be 
limited to 245 months. From this, one can conclude that announcement of a 
fixed election date on either 23 March or 14 August cannot be expected. 

From this statement by General Zia, it appears that he does not want to 
subject the nation to election fever. But in reality, election fever began 
with the announcement of elections, and it is a fever that will go away only 
when elections are finally held and a new government is formed. It is quite 








possible that election fever may not be allowed to intensify, but once it has 
started it will go on until elections are held or until speculations about 

them is definitely put to an end. It will be very difficult for the government 
to end election fever; it will continue. People are impatiently waiting to see 
when elections finally take place. 


12286 
CSO: 4656/107 


63 





PAKISTAN 


RELEASE OF POLITICIANS, PLANNED ELECTIONS SPARK HOPES FOR FUTURE 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 10 Mar 84 p 10 
[Editorial: "New Changes and Their Demands" | 


[Text] In Pakistan, the relinquishment of their posts by three members of 
the federal cabinet, and before that the retirement of two high-ranking 
officers of the armed forces, Gen Mohammad Iqbal, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee, and Gen Sawar Khan, Army vice chief of staff, 

at the expiration of their extended period of service, has naturally given 
rise to speculation about the possibility of early changes on the federal 

and provincial levels in addition to changes in the ranks of the armed forces. 
These changes, resulting from prevailing conditions and the demands of the 
times, are considered to be part of a natural and wise process. Similarly 
the process of changing conditions and demands of the times were also 
responsible for the announcement made by the president on 12 August about 

the holding of elections and the transfer of power by March 1985. And now 
tne changes brought about in the ranks of the armed forces and the cabinet 
have made further changes not only necessary but also indispensable. But 

the thing that is of great importance in the interest of the country and the 
people and that requires the utmost caution, intelligence, sincerity and 
foresight is that implementation of the program to restore democracy, or in 
other words the program for elections and the transfer of power, take place 
smoothly and pave the way to the establishment of an elected government on 

a strong, long-lasting and improved basis, so that any apprehensions about the 
remotest chances of unconstitutional changes in the government are not only 
out of the question but beyond the possibility of any doubt. At the same 
time, care should be taken to ensure that these changes make the armed forces 
still stronger so that, being relieved of the additional and heavy responsi- 
bilities of maintaining law and order in the country, they are able to 

devote their full attention to their original duty of defending the freedom 
and integrity of the country. This in turn would help create a positive 
situation for providing the necessary training, organization and arms and 
equipment, along with the assistance and cooperation of the common people, 
which factors taken together are all necessary for safeguarding the freedom 
and integrity of the country. 





During recent months, the release from detention of active political leaders 
such as Sardar Sherbaz Mazari, Mir Ghaus Bakhsh Bizenjo, Piyar Ali Allana and 
many other political workers arrested in connection with the MRD campaign 

has on the one hand given rise to the expectation of an early release for 
remaining political leaders (particularly Asghar Khan, Nawabzada Nasrullah 
Khan, Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, Wali Khan, etc.) and so on the other hand has 
brovght closer together the political leaders who once seemed so far apart. 
These »olitical leaders have now opened talks aimed at reaching an agreement 
on the basic issues of restoring democracy. The echo of the voices of certain 
extremist circles that had been openly advocating confederation and equal 
status for all the provinces without any distinction has become more faint 
and infrequent. 


This change no doubt appears to be for the good. But to make the change long 
lasting and firmly established, it will be necessary to abstain from making 
political speeches and statements liable to prolong confrontation; people 
should be tolerant towards each other and necessary measures should be 

taken to restrain and limit bitterness and tension in politics. Similarly 
government officials, too, should not leave any room for further suspicion by 
postponing necessary positive steps or hesitating in implementing the program 
for holding elections and transferring power within the time limit they 
themselves set. It is therefore necessary that discussions on whether the 
elections should be held on a party or nonparty basis, and the recent debate 
on Western versus Islamic electoral systems, should be considered s: “ficient. 
Debates and analyses are both necessary and useful for understanding and 
explaining various problems as well as for reaching a point reflecting the 
general consensus of the people. If we were to limit our activities to 
discussion and the expression of our views, then we would be moving in circles 
and, although there would be some movement, no real progress would be achieved. 
Conditions prevailing inside the country and the external dangers facing the 
country have not only made it necessary but a matter of utmost importance that 
due consideration be given to putting our house in order and achieving national 
unity and unanimity in a manner befitting its reputation. At the same time 

no aspects of defensive strategy and internal national unity required to resist 
external dangers should be left wanting or incomplete. The Soviet Union, which 
has occupied Afghanistan, and its supporter and agent, India, have never been 
found wanting in wishing Pakistan all the ill will possible, in hoping that 

it never be able to rid itself of difficulties, that the prevailing situation 
of confrontation and uncertainty not only continue but become far worse than 

at present, that elections continue to be postponed so that the armed forces 
instead of being able to devote their attention to the defense and security 

of the country remain involved and engaged in performing the additional and 
heavy task of running the country and maintaining law and order and that the 
country become the victim of differences and confusion so that it becomes 

ever easier for them to achieve their unholy goal. 
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PAKISTAN 


DEMOCRATIC PARTY LEADER INTERVIEWED, HITS GOVERNMENT ON ELECTIONS 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 16 Mar 84 p 1 


{Interview with Chaudhari Mohammad Arshad, acting head of the Pakistan 
Democratic Party, by Hafiz Abdul Khaliq; date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] [Question] Do you think that President Zia will hold elections 
by March 1985 as per his announcement? 


[Answer] Ido not think so. He broke his 90-day promise. This date could 
become an infinity. He once promised to hold elections within 90 days and 
now he is not even ready to do so in 90 years. The present martial law 
government will hold elections according to neither the 1973 constitution nor 
any democratic system. The present government is looking for an election 
formula that will enable them to put people in office through the ballot box 
whose life history can be verified by the police. The behavior of the leaders 
clearly indicates that they are not interested in following any honest 
democratic method. The main purpose of this government, its one-point 

program is to stay in power indefinitely. Since an election might end their 
rule, why should they hold elections? They will select people of their choice 
and then call it an election. As for their declaration that they want to 

hold elections according to Islamic principles, can they point to anything 
anti-Islamic in the present democratic system? People keep telling me that 
the government will hold elections and I keep telling them that it will not. 

I will not say anything if they establish a government by selection and 

then call it an "election." One thing I am sure of: They will not hold 
elections according to the 1973 constitution. 


[Question] In his 12 August speech, the »resident announced the establishment 
of a supreme council. What is your opinion about it? 


[Answer] In every civilized couutry, the sole responsibility of the army is 
to protect its borders and be ready to defend it from enemies. 


[Question] What caused the failure of the MRD's demonstrations of 14 August 
1983 to establish democracy? 


[Answer] No movement ever fails. I am a student of politics and believe that 
no demonstration ever fails. In other words, every movement leaves a legacy 
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in its wake. The bitterness left by a demonstration is intensified by the 
next movement. The movement that you consider successful actually is made 
possible by the movements preceding it. When these bitter feelings are 
channeled, they become unstoppable. All of those demonstrations held in India 
were not successful in throwing the British out, but we cannot say now that 
the movement was unsuccessful. If we looked at it this way, we would have to 
say that no demonstration is ever successful. We would have to conclude that 
only violent coercion can be successful. If you observe carefully, you will 
note that each demonstration leaves its mark. You must have noticed that 
when we started that movement, President Zia, who had banned all political 
parties and who does not even want to talk to political leaders, had to 
invite these leaders for negotiations. He had to recognize the importance 

of political parties and contacted even the lowest of those parties. 


[Question] The goals of the MRD were... 


[Answer] Our demands now are exactly what we demanded on 5 February 1981: 

Implement the 1973 constitution, end martial law, hold elections according to 
the 1973 constitution, give power to elected officials and protect the rights 
of federal units. We still stand by these demands and are fighting for them. 


[Question] Some politicians think that any confrontation or movement at 
this time will be detrimental to the country. 


[Answer] The MRD has no plans for any confrontation with the government. 
We have some demands; we are not interested in any confrontation. The army 
belongs to us. They [men in the army] are our own brothers, our own sons. 
This army is made up of our own relatives; it is not an imported army. No 
patriotic Pakistani can contemplate of a confrontation between the army and 
the people. The army is us. 


[Question] You mentioned that the sologans demanding provincial autonomy are 
being raised on the government's orders, but... 


[Answer] Everyone knows Hanif Ramay. He met with President Ziaul Haq for 
3 hours during the latter's visit to the United States. The two agreed on 
this plan at that time and Hanif Ramay returned home. For the last 4 or 5 
years he was happily settled in America, where he sold gasoline; he did not 
care for this country or its people. We know well why he came here, at 
whose insistence and what role he is supposed to play. We also notice that 
he gets good newspaper coverage, which is possible only by government 
sponsorship. There is no secret about all this. 


[Question] Hanif Ramay is not the only one talking about provincial autonomy, 
but... 


[Answer] A logical outcome of suppression of demonstrations is that people 
begin to raise radical sologans whenever they find an opportunity. When 
patriotic elements are banned, those working underground get a free rein. 
Their activities cannot be countered since they are invisible. (The 
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government can stop the activities of legitimate political parties,) but the 
parties or elements that work underground continue their activities and come 
up with new sologans and no action can be taken against them. For example, 
Dr Hamida Khuro, who is a civil servant, talked against the government. No 
action was taken against her. Instead, she was promoted and made a member 
of the University Grants Commission. 


[Question] Do you think that the problem of provincial rights will be solved 
if the rights provided in the 1973 constitution are granted? 


[Answer] I want to say that no constitution is final; it can be amended. 

I am not against provincial autonomy. All I am saying is that this issue is 
being raised to confuse people. The problem is not one of independence or of 
their [the provinces'] mutual limitations. All this has been taken care of 
in the 1973 constitution by these provinces. The Bhutto government, however, 
did not implement it. The problems started when the elected government in 
Baluchistan was suspended. The issue is not one of independence but of 
interference in province rights. We are asking that what stopped implementa- 
tion of the 1973 constitution be removed. In every civilized country, when 
there is such a problem elected officials sit in assembly and try to find 
solutions. A list of mutual rights is included in the constitution and it 
was decided that after 10 years these rights would go to the provinces. 

Ten years have elapsed, so this list should go to the provinces without any 
amendment. The constitution also dictated the establishment of a cooperative 
council, but this was never followed up. .The purpose of this council was to 
solve differences among the provinces. The 1973 constitution includes all 

of this as well as how to make amendments. 


[Question] What influence will there be on our politics as a result of 
Bhutto family being abroad? 


[Answer] The politics of our country will not be influenced by these comings 
and goings. I will agree that their departure influences our politics only 

if martial law is lifted or we suspend our efforts or change our principles. 
Only the People's Party [PPP] can be influenced by these migrations, since 
they were its leaders. It is a PPP internal problem and the PPP will solve it 
in time. The departure of the Bhutto family had no effect on the country's 
politics. The situation is the same, our demands are the same. 


[Question] The government has started to release political prisoners. 
Recently, Sardar Sherbaz Mazari, Mir Ghaush Bakhsh Bizenjo, Wali Khan and 
several other politicians were released. Can we conclude that Nawabzada 
Nasrullah Khan, Air Marshal Asghar Khan and Maulana Fazal Haq [sic] will be 
released in the near future? (This interview was conducted before the release 
of Maulana Fazalul Rahman. ) 


[Answer] I do not believe that the government will release Nawabzada Sahib, 
Air Marshal Asghar Khan or Maulana Fazalul Rahman. The present government 
is the weakest government in Pakistan's history. I have never seen any 
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government as scared as this one. It does not want to face people in any 

form and is terrified of people. That is why it would not remove restrictions 
imposed on political activities. It does not even tolerate student unions. 

I foresee these restrictions becoming harsher. All kinds of organizations, 

be they of students or labor, will suffer as the government goes to the 
extreme. 


[Question] Our rulers keep postponing the elections on the pretext of 
unfavorable circumstances. In your opinion, is the present climate conducive 
to holding elections? 


[Answer] The present climate is extremely favorable since the whole country 
demands it. What better climate could there be? 
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PAKISTAN 


GOVERNMENT ADVISED TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH JAMAAT-E ISLAMI 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 20 Mar 84 p 2 


[Article by Jumma Khan: "Jamaat-e Islami, as in Past, Could Be Government's 
Best Supporter"] 


[Excerpt] General Zia has declared frankly that he will not change his 
decision about student groups. He has also promised leniency toward students. 
His tone was cordial rather than threatening. 


Gen Fazal Haq claims that Jamaat-e Islami [JI] is involved in the student 
riots. If this is true, then it is easy to solve this problem by negotiations 
and come to terms. JI is one of the political parties that has supported 
General Zia and the martial law rule ever since its inception. One reason 
for this support is that the present government is a proponent of Islamic 
rule. Second, the martial law government's policy toward Afghanistan was 
liked by JI even though other parties strongly opposed this policy. JI has 
been in forefront of support for the martial law government and General Zia. 
What is more, it let four of its ablest leaders join the federal cabinet. 
Even when these cabinet ministers were discharged, the cooperation between 
the government and JI continued to increase. It should not be difficult to 
get help from this party. General Zia's government can establish relation- 
ship with JI any time it wants to. The government should ponder why the 
party, which was supportive of the military cabinet until recently, is upset 
with the government. If there are valid grievances, they should be dealt 
with. Governments, be they weak or strong, always strive to increase support 
and weaken opposition. It does not seem wise for the government to annoy old 
and tested friends and increase its opposition. There is no doubt that JI 

is not considered in the same league as the Pagara, Mulsim League and 
Progressive Party, but this is an organized party with no personality cult 
involved. It is a party of principles and is not based on four or five 
personalities. Some Parties get recognition because of the few important 
people associated with them; the JI is not one of these. If this party is 

at odds with the government, there must be reasons for it. The government 
should check into these reasons and attempt to gain the cooperation of JI, 

as it did in past. 


General Zia has met JI's leader, Tufail Mohammad, several time. He should 
meet him one more time, and this meeting is a must to remove the causes of the 
differences between the government and JI. I believe that JI can be of help 
to General Zia just as it was in the past. Offending this party is like 
ridding oneself of sincere friends. 
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PAKISTAN 


ZIA IGNORES, HIDES THREATS FROM ABROAD 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 28 Mar 84 p 3 


[Article by Mohammad Hanif Ramay, leader of the defunct Musawat Party: 
"The new external dangers"; The editors of JANG do not necessarily agree 
with the views expressed in this article] 


[Excerpt] I had known for some time that President Ziaul Haq was going to 
address a general meeting at Peshawer on 12 March. I had heard the report 

on his general meeting at Multan, where he made people raise their hands for 
him in the name of Islam. I thought and expected that in view of the dangers 
on the borders of the country he would talk about Pakistan in his Peshawar 
meeting. But I was mistaken. Even in Peshawer, he talked only of Islam and 
did not think it necessary to talk about Pakistan. Perhaps he has forgotten 
that if Islam is important, Pakistan is not unimportant. If Islam is the 
soul, Pakistan is the body. If the body is destroyed, how will the soul 

play any part in our lives? Pakistan is now prey to its old internal dangers 
as well as to some new external ones. But the military regime is unconscious 
of both. It believes that if it goes on talking about its own version of 
Islam, all the problems will automatically be solved. 


Perhaps the government thinks it is not answerable to the people. Perhaps 

it thinks nobody has the right to ask a question before the elections. Perhaps 
the government and the people can both wait until the elections, but will the 
dangers on our borders wait? The situation has taken a more serious turn 
because of some recent happenings. First, a large number of miscreants, with 
a quantity of arms and ammunition were caught on our border with India. 
Indian Radio broadcast some details of the incident a few days ago. Now 
British newspapers are stating that this was a conspiracy to overthrow the 
Pakistani Government. Our government said about this incident that they had 
saved the country from another martial law. But they said nothing further 
about it. Precisely at that time some very important civil and military 
posts were reshuffled. Everybody is wondering why. I have been warning from 
the very beginning that at least 5 percent of the Afghan refugees are mis- 
creants. Which means that among the 3,000,000 or 3,200,000 refugees, 150,000 
miscreants have entered Pakistan, with a lot of money and ammunition. Mahmud 
Haroon, minister of the interior, says that miscreants from more than one 
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country are at work in Pakistan. He did not specify from which country 
besides Afghanistan they come. He did not name a country, but recently the 
government has said repeatedly that the training center of these miscreants 
has been shifted from Kabul to Delhi. 


Now let us come to the major changes in the military and administrative 
posts. It may be thought that this step was taken as a preparation for the 
elections, but intelligent observers think these changes are connected with 
the external threats that are being hidden from the public. 
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PAKISTAN 


MISTREATMENT OF POLITICAL PRISONERS CRITICIZED 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 31 Mar 84 p 3 


[Article by Irshad Ahmed Haqqani: "Complaint Against the Mistreatment of 
Political Prisoners"’] 


[Text] One of the continuous demands being made for the normalization of 
conditions in the country is that for the release of all political prisoners 
and detainees. The rulers say that the prisoners will be freed gradually, 
according to a set schedule. Why can they not be released at once? What 

is the purpose of releasing them in installments? A common man can only 
express his ignorance on this issue and say, "Only the rulers know the 
secrets of their kingdom." A few days ago, Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan asked 

a very good question. He said: "Were Air Marshall Asghar Khan and myself 
kept in such long detention for our subversive activities or for our enmity 
toward Islam and Pakistan?" Common people do not know the answer; perhaps 
the rulers do. But as long as the rulers think that release of the prisoners 
is not in the interest of the country, they should at least treat them well 
so that nobody can say they are being punished for their political views. 


For some months now we have been hearing that political prisoners are not 
getting proper medical help when they are sick, that they are kept away from 
their homes and that they are not getting better facilities in jails. But 
recently some very responsible political leaders have publicly complained 
against the intolerable treatment being given to political prisoners. This 
shows how serious the situation must be. We ask the rulers to look into 
these complaints so that if they have any basis the cause may be removed. 

If there is even half truth in what veteran political leader and well-known 
lawyer Mian Mahmud Ali Qasuri said at a meeting at Lahore High Court Bar on 
Pakistan Day, the situation is very perilous indeed. He said that political 
prisoners are being given such inhuman treatment in jails that it has no 
parallel in the past. Workers who made sacrifices for the cause of Pakistan 
are kept in shackles. They are not given proper medical care when ill. At 
the same meeting, Malik Mohammad Qasim, general secretary of a section of 
the defunct Muslim League, said that in Kot Lakhpat jail of Lahore, 80 workers 
of the Pakistan Movement are being kept in shackles. He said that if 

Qaid-i Azam had known that in Pakistan political workers would be tortured 
in jails, the legislature would be destroyed and the law courts would lose 
all authority, he would never have created Pakistan. He said that people 
who are deprived of political, social and economic rights and who are not 
getting security and justice, cannot love their country. 
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When these complaints about improper treatment of political prisoners were 
being made in Lahore, sardar SherbazKhan Mazari, leader of defunct NDP 
[National Democratic Party] and chairman of the Save Pakistan Committee, 
wrote a personal letter to Governor of Sind Lt. Gen S.M. Abbasi in which he 
expressed his anxiety about conditions in different jails in Sind. He asked 
the governor's permission to visit these jails because ever since his realease 
he had been hearing awful things about the conditions there. He had learned, 
he wrote, that the jails were overcrowded, that the inmates were getting sub- 
standard food, that the hygienic arrangements were unsatisfactory and that 
medical facilities are absent. The attitude of the jailors was causing 
discontent. He wrote that if the administration thinks the allegations are 
false, he should be allowed to inspect the jails and disprove the disparaging 
reports. The jails he wants to inspect are: the Karachi central jail, the 
Hyderabad central jail, the Sukkur central jail, Borstal jail Landhi, 
Khairpur district jail, Nawabshah district jail, Dadu district jail and 

Moro jai!. He has specified that he does not want to inspect a jail that has 
no political prisoners. In his letter to the governor, Mr Mazari expressed 
the hope that he would be allowed to inspect the jails, since his desire to 
do so was inspired purely by human sympathy. 


Mian Mahmud Ali Qasuri, Sadar Sherbaz Mazari and Malik Mohammad Qasim are 

all responsible men and veteran politicians. The allegations they have 
brought against the jails are very serious, and after their publication a 
negative reaction is sure to be felt in political circles. Keeping political 
prisoners in chains is a very deplorable step, whether they have been workers 
in the Pakistan Movement or not. But if it is true that dozens of workers 

of the Pakistan Movement are being kept in shackles, it is most objectionable 
indeed. We ask the rulers to look into these reports, and if they are 
exaggerated or quite untrue, the public should be so informed. Silence on the 
part of the government will be taken as proof of the truth of the charges. 

The administration has already acquired a bad name for its political policies. 
Now if political prisoners are given inhuman treatment in the jails, it will 
further tarnish its image. It should try to avoid this. 
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